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body and the role that you 
play here on the Mississip-
pi Supreme Court, and the 
role that you all play on 
the Court of Appeals, is 

    Gov. Tate Reeves told 
new and returning Su-
preme Court Justices and 
Court of Appeals Judges 
who took their oaths on 

Jan. 6 that he hopes they 
will look back on the day 
as a defining moment in 
their successes.  
    “This Court is a special 

integral to our success as a 
state,” the Governor said at 
the oath ceremony for Su-
preme Court Justices, 
which was also attended 
by many members of the 
Court of Appeals.  
    Justice Jenifer B. Bran-
ning of Philadelphia and 
Justice David P. Sullivan 
of Biloxi took their oaths 
to begin their judicial ser-
vice.  Presiding Justice 
Josiah D. Coleman of 
Ackerman, the third long-
est currently serving Jus-
tice, took his oath to begin 
his leadership duties as a 
Presiding Justice.  Justice 
James D. Maxwell II of 
Oxford and Justice Robert 

Six of the 10 original judges of the Mississippi Court of Appeals were recognized at the Gover-
nor’s Mansion. They are, left to right,  Presiding Justice Leslie D. King, 5th Circuit Court of 
Appeals Judge Leslie Southwick,  retired Judge Mary Libby Payne, retired Presiding Justice 
Oliver Diaz, retired Judge Thomas Coleman and retired Chief Judge Roger McMillin Jr. 

Mississippi Court of Appeals celebrates 30-year anniversary 

continued on page 4 

    Current and former 
judges who have served on 
the Mississippi Court of 
Appeals during the past 30 
years gathered to share 
recollections and talk 
about the history of the 
court on Jan. 9 as they 
launched an anniversary 
celebration. 
    Gov. Tate Reeves said 
after a luncheon honoring 
the jurists, “For three dec-
ades, the Court of Appeals 
has played a vital and in-
dispensable role in our 
state’s judiciary.” 
    Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Mike Randolph of 
Hattiesburg said that the 
Court of Appeals is an im-
portant component of 
providing timely decisions 
on appeal. He told early 

Justice David Sullivan Justice Jenifer Branning Judge Amy Lassitter St. Pe' 

Supreme Court Justices, Court of Appeals Judges take oaths on January 6 
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P. Chamberlin of Hernan-
do, unopposed for re-
election, took their oaths to 
begin new terms. 
    Gov. Reeves said, “It is 
a fact that the judiciary’s 
success rests on men and 

women of the highest in-
tellect and the highest 
moral clarity who dedicate 
your lives to interpreting 
the law, not as you want it 
to be, but interpreting the 
law as it is written, without 

to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Not just words, “they are 
the foundation of our legal 
system, they are the bed-
rock of our society. The 
law and the protections of 
the United States apply 
equally. It doesn’t matter 
who you are....It doesn’t 
matter where you are from. 
It doesn’t matter what you 
do....All that matters is that 
you are a citizen of this 
great country.” 
    The Governor said, “We 
all have the opportunity to 
serve in different, co-equal 
branches of government. 
We all have our role to 
play. I am confident that 
each of you are here to 
play your role in making 
this state the great place 
that it is.” 
    Chief Justice Mike Ran-
dolph, who administered 
the oaths of office to the 
Supreme Court Justices, 
explained that the judicial 
oath is different from those 
of any other elected offi-
cials, as the duties of the 
judiciary are unique.  
    The Mississippi Consti-
tution requires each Justice 
and Judge to swear or af-
firm “that I will administer 
justice without respect to 
persons, and do equal right 
to the poor and to the rich, 
and that I will faithfully 
and impartially discharge 
and perform all the duties 
incumbent upon me as 
(name of office) according 
to the best of my ability 
and understanding, agreea-
bly to the Constitution of 
the United States and the 
Constitution and laws of 
the State of Mississippi. So 
help me God.” 
    He noted Justice Bran-
ning’s prior service in two 
other branches of govern-
ment, as a State Senator  
for nine years representing 

fear or favor, with an un-
wavering commitment to 
our Constitution.”  
    The Governor  recalled 
the words “Equal Justice 
Under Law” that are en-
graved above the entrance 

continued from page 1 
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Justice David Sullivan, fourth from right, takes the oath of office as 
oath. 

Justice Jenifer Branning, fourth from right, surrounded by family, takes the oath of office on Jan. 6 at 
the  Mississippi  Supreme Court. oath. 
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Neshoba and parts of 
Leake and Winston coun-
ties, and as a staff member 
in the Secretary of State’s 
office.  Justice Sullivan’s 
varied law practice includ-
ed representing clients in 
private civil and criminal 
practice and serving as a 
prosecutor, public de-
fender and municipal 
judge.  Those varied expe-
riences are important to 
the state’s highest court. 
“We need all kinds of peo-
ple to serve on the courts 
with those different experi-
ences.” 
    Chief Justice Randolph 
pointed out that Justice 
Sullivan was a Gulfport 
city prosecutor at the same 
time that Justice David 
Ishee was a Gulfport mu-
nicipal judge. 
    He said that Justice Sul-
livan “is bringing the Sul-
livan name back to the 
Mississippi Supreme 
Court.” Justice Sullivan’s 
father, the late Presiding 
Justice Michael Sullivan of 
Hattiesburg, served on the 
Mississippi Supreme Court 
from 1984 until his death 
in 2000. 
    Justice Branning is the 
fifth woman to serve on 
the Mississippi Supreme 
Court.   
    In a separate ceremony 
on the afternoon of Jan. 6, 
Court of Appeals Chief 
Judge Donna Barnes ad-
ministered oaths of office 
to new Judge Amy Lassit-
ter St. Pe’ of Pascagoula, 
Presiding Judge Jack L. 
Wilson of Madison and 
Judge Latrice A. West-
brooks of Lexington. 
    Explaining the im-
portance of the oath, Chief 
Judge Barnes said, “We 
are committing ourselves 
not only to perform a job, 
but to uphold a standard of 
integrity and to work to-
ward an ideal for the good 

Justice  Robert P. Chamberlin, center, takes the oath of office as Clerk of Courts Jeremy Whitmire holds 
the Bible.  

Presiding Justice Josiah D. Coleman, second from right, takes the oath to begin his duties as Presiding 
Judge as his wife Ashleigh  Coleman holds the Bible. 

Justice James D. Maxwell II, second from right, takes oath of office, surrounded by family.  Chief Justice 
Mike Randolph  administers the oath. 

continued on page 4 
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of society as a whole.” 
    Judge St. Pe' thanked 
outgoing Judge Joel Smith 
of Gulfport for lending his 
robe to her for the ceremo-
ny. Judge St. Pe'’s father, 
Bennie Lassitter, helped 
her don the robe. She said 
afterwards of her father, 
“Of all the influences in 
my life, he has definitely 
been the biggest. He has 
worked tirelessly his 
whole life and if he has 
taught me anything, he 
taught me that there is one 
way to success and that is 
hard work. Don’t ever ex-
pect it to be given to you.” 
    Presiding Judge Wilson 
said, “It’s been a privilege 
to serve on this court for 
eight years. It’s really the 
best job that I could imag-
ine in the legal profession 
and I’m looking forward to 
continuing the work that 
I’ve done.” 
    Judge Westbrooks said, 
“It is an honor and a privi-
lege to be able to serve on 
the Court of Appeals and I 
thank the people of Dis-
trict 2 for allowing me to 
serve them for another 
eight years.” With her 
voice filled with emotion, 
she recalled that her grand-
mother stood with her 
when she was sworn in for 
the first time. Her grand-
mother passed away two 
years ago. “It meant a lot 
to have her in her 90s at 
that time to be here and to 
witness that.” 
     Supreme Court Presid-
ing Justice Leslie King, 
whose arrival was delayed, 
ceremonially gave the oath 
to Judge Westbrooks 
again.  
    The Supreme Court oath 
ceremony may be viewed 
at this link: https://
vimeo.com/
event/4820655. The Court 
of Appeals ceremony is at 
this link: https://
vimeo.com/
event/4827406. 

Chief Judge Donna Barnes, at left, administers  the oath to Presiding Judge Jack L. Wilson, center. 

Judge Amy Lassitter St. Pe', center, takes the oath on Jan.  

Judge Latrice Westbrooks, cousins hold the Bible.  
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afternoon panel discussion. 
Presiding Justice King, 
Judge Mills and former 
Judge Diaz all served in 
the Mississippi House of 
Representatives when the 
Legislature created the 
Court of Appeals. Justice 
Mills authored the original 
House bill which called for 
creation of the Court of 
Appeals and the Adminis-

trative Office of Courts. 
Two Senate bills won final 
approval. But that’s get-
ting ahead of the story. 
    By the 1980s, a backlog 
of cases began to accumu-
late before the Supreme 
Court. A backlog of 500 
cases in 1982 doubled to 
1,000 by 1984, and 
reached about 1,300 by 

2019. Now, half of the 
Court of Appeals judges 
are women. The most re-
cent female jurist, Judge 
Amy Lassitter St. Pe’ of 
Pascagoula, was sworn in 
on Jan. 6.  
    The Mississippi Senate 
and House of Representa-
tives adopted a concurrent 
resolution honoring the 
Court of Appeals on its 
30th anniversary and docu-
menting the history of the 
Court’s creation. Sen. 
Brice Wiggins of Pas-
cagoula, who presented 
Senate Concurrent Resolu-
tion 501 to the Court of 
Appeals on Jan. 9, said the 
bill was the first legislation 
agreed upon by the two 
chambers during the 2025 
Session. 
    Presiding Justice King, 
Judge Southwick and U.S. 
District Judge Michael P. 
Mills of Fulton, now a sen-
ior status judge, outlined 
not just the history of the 
court, but some colorful 
back stories during the 

members of the Court of 
Appeals, “Job well done. 
Thank you to you pio-
neers.” 
    Twenty-four of the 39 
judges who have served on 
the Court of Appeals, in-
cluding all six of the still 
living original 10, attended 
some of the day’s events. 
The six are Supreme Court 
Presiding Justice Leslie D. 
King of Greenville, former 
Chief Judge of the Court 
of Appeals;  former Chief 
Judge Roger McMillin Jr. 
of New Albany; former 
Judge Thomas Coleman of 
Madison; former Judge 
and later Supreme Court 
Presiding Justice Oliver 
Diaz of Jackson; former 
Judge Mary Libby Payne 
of Pearl; and Judge Leslie 
Southwick of Jackson, 
now a judge of the Fifth 
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals.  
    Chief Judge Donna 
Barnes of Tupelo said after 
the luncheon, “I can assure 
you that we on the Court 
today appreciate the legacy 
you left to us and we strive 
every day to meet the 
standards you have set.” 
    Later, at a panel discus-
sion in the Court of Ap-
peals Courtroom, she not-
ed that  the operating pro-
cedures established by the 
original 10 judges are still 
in use. “We are definitely 
following the system that 
the 10...created and I think 
it’s been working very 
well....We owe you so 
much, the 10 originals, six 
remaining.” 
    Chief Judge Barnes be-
came the second woman to 
serve on the Court of Ap-
peals when she was ap-
pointed in 2004, and the 
Court’s first female Chief 
Judge when she took that 
leadership role on Feb. 1, 

continued on page 6 

Court of Appeals Judges, from left to right, are Judge Deborah McDonald, Judge Latrice 
Westbrooks, Presiding Judge Virginia Carlton,  former Judge Mary Libby Payne, Chief 
Judge Donna Barnes and Judge Amy Lassitter St. Pe'. 



    Presiding Justice King 
said, “Now again you have 
to know a little bit about 
the Legislature. There is a 
lot of horse trading going 
on there. In order to get to 
the 10 the next year, 
Chairman Mills in his wis-
dom recognized that there 
was something that Chair-
man Capps wanted....He 

negotiated with Chairman 
Capps and got his approval 
to provide the five addi-
tional judges in the 1994 
session.” 
    Judge Mills, who han-
dled the bill as Chairman 
of the House Judiciary A 
Committee, said, “The 
next year, Charlie Capps 
needed a new judge in his 
district, as it turned out.” 
The Legislature studied the 
caseloads and needs of the 
trial courts across the state. 
“We came back with a 
new bill that created a total 
of 10 judgeships for the 
Court of Appeals and 14 
new chancery and circuit 
judges across the state.” 
     Judge Mills said that 
attorneys who put forth a 
tremendous effort to make 
the Court of Appeals a 
reality were Mississippi 
Bar President Grady Tolli-
son; later Bar President 
Nina Tollison; Amy Whit-
ten, a former Supreme 
Court Administrator; and 
Allan Alexander, who later 
served as U.S. Magistrate 
Judge. “Those lawyers, 
those members of the Bar 
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1990. Judge Southwick  
cited the case of a lawyer 
from the Gulf Coast who, 
when contacted by a news 
reporter about an appellate 
decision in his case, had to 
search his memory be-
cause the case had been on 
appeal for three years. 
There were more appeals 
than the nine-member Su-
preme Court could handle 
in a timely manner.  
    Presiding Justice King 
said, “The numbers had 
been growing for years 
and years and members of 
the Supreme Court had 
been reaching out to the 
Legislature on an ongoing 
basis talking about the dif-
ficulty in maintaining the 
caseload and getting things 
done timely, to no avail.” 
    With legislatively pro-
vided funding, the Su-
preme Court appointed 
three magistrates in Octo-
ber 1990 to review cases 
and write recommenda-
tions, but the Supreme 
Court still had to review 
and decide all cases. In the 
1993 legislative session, 

the Justices convinced the 
Legislature to create a 
whole new intermediate 
appellate court to address 
the backlog. But there still 
was resistance from some 
legislators regarding fund-
ing. 
    Presiding Justice King 
said that legislation intro-
duced in 1993 to create the 
Court of Appeals called 
for 10 judges. Both houses 
had approved 10. The bill 
went to a conference com-
mittee to work out details, 
and came out of confer-
ence as five judicial posi-
tions – one to be elected 
from each of then five con-
gressional districts. 
    Presiding Justice King 
said, “As it turned out, the 
reason for those five was 
that (House) Appropria-
tions Committee Chair 
Charlie Capps from Boli-
var County ... essentially 
said you can put as many 
judges in it as you want to, 
but Appropriations is only 
going to give you money 
for five, and that’s how we 
ended up with the five.” Judge Leslie Southwick describes the increasingly heavy caseload 

that prompted creation of the Court of Appeals. 

continued on page 7 

U.S. District Judge Mike Mills and Presiding Justice Leslie King talk before the start of a 
panel discussion about efforts to create the Court of Appeals. Both served in the Legislature 
at the time the Court of Appeals was created. 



were very involved in eve-
rything we did and deserve 
as much credit as anybody 
else for the creation of the 
Court of Appeals and the 
Administrative Office,” 
Judge Mills said. Former 
House Judiciary B Chair-
man Ed Blackmon also 
was instrumental in pas-
sage. “None of this would 
have happened without 
Ed.” 
    “It was very hard for 
African Americans to get 
elected to judgeships under 
the districts that we had at 
that time and the way that 
the posts were set up, so 
we created new slots and 
new posts and new posi-
tions to allow people of 
color to also be elected 
judges as opposed to being 
appointed,” Judge Mills 
said. 
    The final hurdle for cre-
ating the Court of Appeals 
was gaining approval of 
then-Gov. Kirk Fordice. 
Proponents feared that 
Fordice, who had run on a 
platform of creating no 
new programs, would veto 
the legislation. Judge Mills 
said that he and Grady 
Tollison went to see the 
Governor. “I said from a 
businessman’s standpoint, 
it is to work on the inven-
tory, that we’ve got this 
inventory that’s piling up 
and these cases are build-
ing up and we don’t have 
the manpower to do it,” 
Judge Mills recalled. “He 
understood that and he told 
us that he would sign the 
bill into law.  That’s how it 
happened.” 
    The legislation was 
signed on April 6, 1994. 
On Nov. 8, 1994, 10 judg-
es were elected to the new 
court in non-partisan races.  
    Former Judge Payne, a 
former law professor and 
Dean of Mississippi Col-
lege School of Law, re-
called campaigning in 19 

counties and having to ex-
plain what the new court 
was as well as who she 
was. “I am still convinced 
that getting this job is 
harder than doing it, alt-
hough doing it is hard,” 
she said.  
    Former Judge Diaz, who 
was elected from a district 
on the Gulf Coast, said, 
“Being elected was the 
second most important 
thing that happened to me 
that day.” He recalled 
watching election results 
with his wife Jennifer 
when she said, “It’s time.” 
She went into labor. He 
recounted that as they 
were on the way to a hos-
pital, the labor pains sub-
sided and his wife said it 
would be all right if they 
stopped at the North Gulf-
port voting precinct to 
check on the vote count. 
He saw Rep. Frances Fred-
ericks at the precinct. “She 
got a purse and she hit me 
and she pushed me out of 
the precinct...and she said, 
‘Get this woman to a hos-
pital right now.’”   
    Presiding Justice King 
recalled, “On January 3, 
1995, the 10 of us stood in 
the old Supreme Court 
Chamber at the Capitol 
and took the oath of office 
in a most impressive cere-
mony....After that impres-
sive ceremony, we then 
marched over to the offic-
es on State Street, which 
were, to put it charitably, 
not quite as impressive. As 
I recall each of us basically 
had a desk, a desk chair, 
probably a legal pad and a 
pen. And that was it.”  
    The building was rent-
ed, as the old Gartin Jus-
tice Building that housed 
the Supreme Court had no 
space for a new court. 
There was no place to hold 
oral arguments before the 
Court of Appeals during 
the first few months. The 
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ing relationship.  
    Judge Southwick said, 
“We had to create those 
relationships to understand 
what it meant to disagree 
in an agreeable fashion, to 
write opinions.” 
    Judges were collegial 

building had to be remod-
eled to create a courtroom. 
The building leaked, there 
was mildew and there 
were plumbing problems.  
    The new judges had to 
figure out operating proce-
dures, get to know each 
other and develop a work- continued on page 8 

Retired Judge Mary Libby Payne recalls her service on the 
Court of  Appeals during the anniversary  program. 

Retired Chief Judge Roger McMillin and former Judge and 
Justice Oliver Diaz talk during the reception. 
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even when they disagreed. 
“We never got personal 
about disagreement,” said 
former Judge Payne.  
    Former Judge Jim M. 
Greenlee of Oxford, who 
retired on June 30, 2024, 
said, “There is nothing 
wrong with disagreeing. 
There is something wrong 
with disagreeing disagree-
ably. And this court has 
the ability to take all of 
these issues...and to sit 
down and decide.” 
    Judge Southwick said 
the mission from the in-
ception was to speed up 
the process of deciding 
cases. “We were given 
deadlines.... The idea was 
to decide every case within 
270 days as mandated by 
the Legislature, and we 
met those deadlines.”  
    A month after the judg-
es took the oath, the Court 
of Appeals handed down 
its first batch of cases, 26 
opinions. The Court of 
Appeals issued 525 deci-
sions on the merits in 
1995. 
    Former Judge Diaz said, 
“We created this from 
nothing, and it was such an 
amazing experience to be a 
part of that.” 
    “They put the life into 
the legislation,” Chief 
Judge Barnes said. “They 

peal brief to issuance of a 
decision was 210 days – 
60 days sooner than re-
quired.  
    “It’s a working court 
and I’m very proud to have 
been a part of it during its 
first decade,” said Justice 
David Ishee of Gulfport, 
who served on the Court of 
Appeals before moving to 
the Supreme Court. Four 
Justices are former mem-
bers of the Court of Ap-
peals. 

gave it their brains, their 
hands.” 
    During the past 30 
years, the court has issued 
more than 15,000 deci-
sions on the merits. “We 
think that has made a good 
dent in the caseload,” 
Chief Judge Barnes said. 
    The Court of Appeals 
speeded up the time it 
takes to finalize a decision.  
In 2024, the Court of Ap-
peals’ average time from 
the filing of the final ap-

Supreme Court Presiding Justice Leslie D. King greets for-
mer Court of Appeals colleague Judge Thomas Coleman. 

    Justice Ishee recalled 
collegiality and friend-
ships. “About 10 months 
after I came on the Court, I 
swam out of my living 
room during Hurricane 
Katrina,” he said. 
“Running back and forth 
trying to attend to a family 
and build a house and be-
ing a brand new judge was 
not an easy period.” Col-
leagues on the Court 
stepped up to help “like 
family.” 

Justice David Ishee recalls Court of Appeals judges as “like 
family.” 

mentor students interested 
in the legal profession, 
Presiding Judge Carlton 
said. “The students will 
learn about the career 
paths of the sitting judges 
and law clerks, the life of 
an appeal, the Mississippi 
court system, professional-
ism, law schools, and 
more.”   
    Court of Appeals Chief 
Judge Donna Barnes will 
preside over a graduation 
program at 3 p.m. on June 
27. Students who complete 
the program will receive 
an Appellate Law Day 
Camp Certificate. 
    The deadline for regis-
tration is May 1. The pro-
gram is free. Lunch will be 
provided. 
   

    Court of Appeals Pre-
siding Judge Virginia Carl-
ton of Jackson said, “This 
year marks the 30-year 
anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the Mississippi 
Court of Appeals, and we 
are thrilled to have the op-
portunity to make the judi-
cial system more transpar-
ent to students and the 
community.  The court has 
long held ‘Court on the 
Road’ at various colleges 
and universities to provide 
community education 
about the appellate judicial 
process.  We are now add-
ing a summer Appellate 
Law Day Camp to our 
community education out-
reach efforts.” 
    The Appellate Law Day 
Camp will allow judges to 

    The Mississippi Court of 
Appeals has invited high 
school students to spend 
two days learning about 
careers in the legal profes-
sion. The Appellate Law 
Day Camp will be held 
June 26 and 27, 9 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m., in Jackson at 
the Gartin Justice Building 
at 450 High Street. 
    Students entering grades 
10, 11 and 12 this fall have 
an opportunity to get an 
overview of the Mississip-
pi court system, then focus 
on the work of the appel-
late courts. Participants 
will spend time preparing 
and presenting oral argu-
ments based on scenarios. 
Appellate judges and law-
yers will spend time men-
toring small groups. 
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Court has handled 254 cas-
es, including 63 felonies, 
54 misdemeanors and 137 
traffic offenses.  
    The CCID Court adjudi-
cates misdemeanor offens-

es investigated by State 
Capitol Police and traffic 
citations written by Capitol 
Police, as well as conduct 
s initial appearances for 
felony offenses investigat-
ed by Capitol Police. Some 
individuals arrested by the 
by the Mississippi Bureau 
of Narcotics and Universi-
ty of Mississippi Medical 
Center also come to CCID 
Court for initial appearanc-
es. Initial appearances are 
conducted each weekday 
morning. Traffic court is  
held each Tuesday. Misde-
meanor trials are on Thurs-
days. All fines collected by 
the CCID Court are for-
warded to the City of Jack-
son. 
    Chief Justice Mike Ran-
dolph swore in three judg-
es and the Clerk of Court 
during a ceremony at the 
new court on Jan. 24.    
Judges James Holland and 

Stanley Alexander are full-
time judges of the CCID 
Court, and Judge Christo-
pher Collins  serves as a 
part-time judge to sign 
search warrants and take 
the bench if the full-time 
judges have a conflict. All 
live in Jackson. 
    Every seat in the court-
room was taken and peo-
ple stood along three of the 
four walls during the Jan. 
24 ceremony.  Gov. Tate 
Reeves exclaimed, “Wow! 
What a turnout. I can re-
call going to press confer-
ences where I thought it 
was really important and 
nobody showed up.” 
    Gov. Reeves said, “The 
opening of the CCID 
Court is yet another major 
step toward a safer Jack-
son. Jackson is a city of 
great importance to Mis-
sissippi. It is our capital. It 
is a seat of government. 
It’s a cultural hub for our 
state and it is filled with 
incredible people.” 
    Referring to the fight 
over House Bill 1020 that 
created the CCID Court, 
the Governor said, “We all 
know it hasn’t always been 
easy and it hasn’t always 
been popular, but every 
single resident in the city 
of Jackson deserves to feel 
safe when they walk out-
side their homes. The court 
we open today is another 
critical step in the long-
term success of our great 
capital city.” 
    Gov. Reeves said that 
State Capitol Police during 
2024 made more than 900 
felony arrests and seized 
more than 300 illegal fire-
arms. “Every gun and eve-
ry drug seizure saves 
lives,” he said.  
    House Ways and Means 
Chairman Rep. Trey La-
mar of Senatobia, principal 
author House Bill 1020, 

    The Capitol Complex 
Improvement District 
Court called its first docket 
on Jan. 27.  
    In the two and a half 
months since, the CCID 

Chief Justice Mike Randolph, at left, introduces Capitol Complex Improvement District 
Judges Stanley Alexander, James Holland and Christopher Collins at a ceremony on Jan. 24. 

Capitol Complex Improvement District Court gets underway 

House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Rep. Trey 
Lamar, principal author House Bill 1020, speaks at the 
opening ceremony at the CCID Court. 
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said the bill was about 
safety for the citizens of 
Jackson and visitors, about 
a justice system which 
works effectively, and 
about encouraging capital 
investment and job crea-
tion in Jackson. “This 
CCID Court is for the reg-
ular people of Jackson, the 
ones who want their chil-
dren and their grandchil-
dren to be able to play out-
side in the yard without 
fearing for their safety,” he 
said. “The CCID Court is 
for the families who will 
be supported by jobs, the 
future jobs that will be 
located right here in Jack-
son because of entrepre-
neurs and job creators that 
felt safe enough to invest 
capital here inside our cap-
ital city.” 
    Department of Public 
Safety Commissioner Sean 
Tindell supervises multiple 
state law enforcement 
agencies, including Capitol 
Police. He said, “I can as-
sure you that from the De-
partment of Public Safety 
standpoint and the Capitol 

Police and other divisions, 
that we will always work 
tirelessly for a safer Mis-
sissippi and a safer Jackson.” 
    Tindell thanked state 
leaders and behind the 
scenes workers who 
helped transition Capitol 
Police from a separate 
agency into a larger police 
force under the Depart-
ment of Public Safety. He 
also noted the work that 
the Department of Finance 
and Administration put 
into remodeling a former 
bus station to create a fa-
cility that signifies the dig-
nity of a courthouse. 
    Chief Justice Randolph 
recalled media inquiries in 
recent months about the 
CCID Court opening date 
and appointment of judges. 
He waited until the court-
house was ready to make 
the announcement. In re-
cent months, he answered 
inquiries with a question: 
“Have you ever seen a 
case tried outside?”  At the 
ceremony, he repeated, 
“I’ve never tried one out-
side either.”   

    Chief Justice Randolph     
recalled litigation in oppo-
sition to the CCID Court. 
He was dismissed as a de-
fendant, based on judicial 
immunity, in state and fed-
eral court. “Those days are 
gone. It’s time for people 
to get together, to unify 
and to work together to 
have a good court that will 
represent the people in 
Jackson, everybody in 
Jackson.” 
    Chief Justice Randolph 
brought along the three 
books on which he relies: 
The Constitution of the 
State of Mississippi, the 
Bible and the Mississippi 
Rules of Court. “I told all 
three of these judges, ‘I 
want you to look at the 
Constitution, I want you to 
read it and know it and 
understand it.’” He gave 
each a copy. 
    He pointed out that the 
constitution of every state 
invokes the blessing of 
God or a supreme being. 
He said that he was im-
pressed that all three CCID 
judges are very involved in 

their churches. Alexander 
and Collins are church 
deacons, and Holland is a 
former Episcopal warden. 
    Chief Justice Randolph 
said, “I am not afraid to 
put people on here that 
will look to the Lord to 
assist them, because you 
realize that as a judge that 
the problems that you face 
are bigger than you, the 
person. You have to reach 
to a higher source.” 
    It was important that the 
CCID judges have com-
munity ties to Jackson. “I 
wanted people that are lo-
cal, that know Jackson,” 
Chief Justice Randolph 
said. Alexander is a life-
long resident of Jackson. 
Holland lives on the same 
street where he grew up. 
Collins moved to Jackson.      
Referring to Judge Holland 
and his wife, he said, 
“Their church is in the dis-
trict. They shop in the dis-
trict. That’s their life.” He 
said that Holland gave up a 
well-paying position in 
private law practice. “He 
sacrificed himself to serve 
because he cares.” 
    He also cited letters of 
recommendation that peo-
ple around the state and 
around the country wrote 
to him regarding the 
judges’ qualifications. He 
read a letter that a prosecu-
tor in the 10th Circuit Dis-
trict wrote regarding Alex-
ander: “He works hard. 
He’s efficient. He works 
tirelessly.  He diligently 
seeks justice for crime vic-
tims. He’s tough but fair. 
He’ll be great. His intelli-
gence, leadership skills, 
enthusiasm and work ethic 
are admirable and inspir-
ing. He’s wise. He’s  pa-
tient. His congenial tem-
perament will make him 
an excellent judge.” 
    He noted that Collins 
has a wide range of experi-
ence as a tribal judge, cir-

Chief Justice Mike Randolph, at left, swears in CCID Court Clerk Dr. Bryana Smith 
McDougal on Jan. 27. Dr. McDougal’s husband Joshua McDougal  holds the Bible. 
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cuit judge and municipal 
judge as well as serving as 
both a prosecutor and a 
public defender. 
     Chief Justice Randolph 
also swore in Dr. Bryana 
Smith McDougal of Madi-
son as Clerk of the CCID 
Court. “You know how 
proud I am of you,” he 
said.  She recently com-
pleted her Doctor of Busi-
ness Administration/ Stra-
tegic Management degree 
from Belhaven University. 
She worked as a judicial 
assistant to Presiding Jus-
tice Jim Kitchens before 
taking the position of 
CCID Court clerk. 
    The court system will be 
paperless, said Katharine 
Surkin, Director of the 
Administrative Office of 
Courts. “We have part-
nered with  DigiCourt to 
create a paperless case 
management system that 
links directly to Capitol 
Police and is accessible by 
prosecutors and defense 
attorneys alike.” 
    The Legislature tasked 
the Administrative Office 
of Courts with building the 
CCID Court, she said. 
“We worked and continue 
to work with DFA and 
their team of architects to 
create a space that could 
successfully operate as a 
court….We have worked 
with attorneys from the 
Mississippi Judicial Col-
lege, the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, Hinds Coun-
ty Public Defender’s Of-
fice and the State Public 
Defender’s Office to draft 
local rules, manuals, poli-
cies and procedures. We 
are working closely with 
DPS, Capitol Police and 
the City of Jackson to en-
sure that this court oper-
ates efficiently and safely.” 
    CCID judges’ appoint-
ments are for terms which 
began Jan. 1, 2025, and con-
tinue through July 1, 2027. 

   Chief Justice Randolph 
noted that CCID judges 
have strong ties to Jackson.  
    Judge Holland has lived 
in the Fondren area of 
Jackson for more than 50 
years. He has practiced 
law for more than 40 years 
and has extensive trial ex-
perience. He has defended 
litigation in both state and 
federal courts against indi-
viduals and companies in 
Mississippi since earning a 
degree in political science 
from Millsaps College and 
a Juris Doctor from the 
University of Mississippi 
School of Law.  
    He provided invaluable 
assistance to the Adminis-
trative Office of Courts in 
helping to create the court 
from the ground up.  
    Judge Holland earned 
the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Mississip-
pi Defense Lawyers Asso-
ciation. He is a former 
president of the Mississip-
pi Defense Lawyers Asso-
ciation and was national 
president of the Associa-
tion of Defense Trial At-
torneys. He was recog-
nized as a Fellow of the 
Mississippi Bar Founda-
tion and a Life Fellow of 
the American Bar Founda-
tion. He served on the 
Board of Directors of the 
Defense Research Institute 
(DRI), and was twice a 
recipient of the DRI Dis-
tinguished Service Award. 
He also was invited to join 
the International Associa-
tion of Defense Trial At-
torneys (IADC) and the 
Federation of Defense and 
Corporate Counsel. He 
was an instructor for the 
IADC Trial Academy at 
Stanford University. He 
was vice-chair of the Mis-
sissippi Supreme Court 
Plain Language Jury In-
struction Task Force and 
was vice-chair of the Busi-
ness Court Study Commit-

tee appointed by then-
Secretary of State Delbert 
Hosemann. He also served 
as chair of the Mississippi 
Bar’s Summer School for 
Lawyers and has been a 
speaker at legal seminars 
and continuing legal edu-
cation programs around 
the country. 
    Judge Alexander  served 
as a prosecutor for more 
than 20 years. He has 
served as an assistant dis-
trict attorney in the Fourth, 
Sixth and Seventh Judicial 
Districts. He served for the 
past three years as Senior 
Assistant District Attorney 
for the Fourth Judicial Dis-
trict. He was a Special As-
sistant Attorney General 
1995-2001, representing 
the Department of Human 
Services. He returned to 
the Attorney General’s 
office in 2008, and was 
Director of the Division of 
Public Integrity 2009-
2020. He served as an As-
sistant Attorney General 
2010-2020. He is Chair of 
the Prosecutors Section of 
the Mississippi Bar. He 
was a member of the 
Board of Directors of the 
Mississippi Prosecutors 
Association. 
    He earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in political 
science with a minor in 
criminal justice from Mis-
sissippi College in 1989, 
and lettered in varsity foot-
ball at Mississippi College. 
He earned a Juris Doctor 
from the University of 
Mississippi School of Law 
in 1994. He was an Earl 
Warren Scholar, president 
of the Black Law Students 
Association, and worked 
in the law school’s hous-
ing law clinic.   
    Judge Collins has served 
as a judge since 1999, in-
cluding almost four years 
as Circuit Judge for the 
Eighth Judicial District, 
comprised of Leake, 

Neshoba, Newton, and 
Scott counties; as a Civil 
Judge, Domestic Violence 
Court Judge and Supreme 
Court Justice pro tem for 
the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians; and as 
Municipal Judge for the 
City of Carthage. He has 
21 years of experience as a 
municipal prosecutor with 
the cities of Union and 
Decatur, and was a special 
prosecutor for the Lauder-
dale and Winston County 
Circuit Courts. He re-
turned to private law prac-
tice Jan. 1, 2020. He has 
been appointed as public 
defender in Attala, Lafayette, 
Lauderdale, Neshoba, New-
ton, and Winston counties.   
   Judge Collins received 
an Associate of Arts de-
gree from East Central 
Community College and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Mississippi College. 
He received a Juris Doctor 
from the Mississippi Col-
lege School of Law.  
    Dr. McDougal recently 
completed her Doctor of 
Business Administration/ 
Strategic Management de-
gree from Belhaven Uni-
versity. She earned a 
Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Management and a 
Master of Business Ad-
ministration degree, both 
from Belhaven University. 
    She was Judicial Assis-
tant to Presiding Justice 
Jim Kitchens for more 
than three years. She pre-
viously worked for almost 
two years as an Assistant 
Deputy Clerk in the office 
of the Supreme Court Clerk. 
She worked for more than 
two years as a Rankin 
County Justice Court Dep-
uty Clerk and for a year as 
an Information Security 
Analyst. She  worked for 
more than three years as an 
Executive Assistant for the 
Narcotics Unit of the Hinds 
County Sheriff's Office. 
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    The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Child Protection 
Services will host a Plans 
of Safe Care Convening 
facilitated by the National 
Center on Substance 
Abuse and Child Welfare 
(NCSACW).  
    The program will be 
held on May 9, from 2 to 4 
p.m., in Biloxi in the 
County Court Courtroom 
at the Harrison County 
Courthouse at 731 Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. 

    This event will bring 
together cross-systems 
partners to discuss state 
and national trends involv-
ing infants prenatally ex-
posed to substances. Facil-
itated discussions will cov-
er opportunities and chal-
lenges to serving infants 
with prenatal substance 
exposure, and how Missis-
sippi can leverage Plans of 
Safe Care (POSC) and the 
provisions of the Child 
Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Act (CAPTA) 

to increase collaboration 
and improve outcomes for 
infants and their families 
affected by substance use. 
Discussion will also focus 
on improving outcomes 
through cross-systems col-
laboration. 
   There is no cost to at-
tend. Here is the link for 

registration: Registration: 
MS POSC Convening. 
    Contact Sean Couch at 
scouch@cffutures.org for 
more information. 
     

Rights under law and 
North Mississippi Rural 
Legal Services, where he 
became director. He was 
the first African American 
elected to the Leflore 
County Board of Supervi-
sors.  
    When she joined her 
husband’s law firm in 
Greenwood, she soon be-
came the first African 
American attorney to serve 
as co-counsel to the 
Greenwood Public School 
District. 

    She graduated from law 
school 10 years after her 
husband. Her first career 
was as an educator.  She 
taught business at Coaho-
ma Junior College, then at 
Mississippi Valley State 
University, where she was 
acting department chair.  
She needed to pursue doc-
toral studies if she was to 
keep the position. 
     Instead, she chose law 
as more versatile.  It was a 
last-minute choice. As the 
law school registration 
deadline approached, “on 
the last day, I telephoned 
the registrar.”   
     She enrolled in law 
school after two of their 
three children were born.     
She recalled the difficulty 
of leaving two young chil-
dren at home with their 
father and her family in 
Greenwood while she 
lived in Oxford.  
    “I went to Oxford 
alone….That was the most 
difficult, being separated 
from family.” Going home 
every weekend wasn’t pos-

surprised and excited to 
receive it.”   
    Judge Sanders credited 
her late husband, Alix 
Sanders Sr., for many of 
her accomplishments. She 
followed his lead. She 
quoted Dolly Parton’s re-
cent song of tribute to her 
recently deceased hus-
band: “If You Hadn’t Been 
There.”   
    Alix Sanders Sr. was a 
trailblazing attorney, 
working for the Lawyers 
Committee for Civil 

    Retired Circuit Judge 
Betty W. Sanders was in-
ducted into the University 
of Mississippi School of 
Law Hall of Fame on 
March 29. 
    Dozens of friends, some 
she has known since high 
school, came to honor her.  
She didn’t expect to see all 
of them. “It was almost 
like a surprise birthday 
party!” she said. 
    “I was really humbled 
by it,” she said of the Hall 
of Fame induction. “I was 

Former Circuit Judge Betty Sanders, fourth from right, was joined at the Hall of Fame ceremony by fellow judges, left to 
right, Court of Appeals Chief Judge Donna Barnes, Court of Appeals Judge Latrice Westbrooks, Chancellor Cynthia Brew-
er, retired Chancellor Denise Owens, retired Circuit Judge Lillie Blackmon Sanders, Circuit Judge Jannie Lewis-Blackmon,  
former Circuit Judge Shirley Byers, Circuit Judge Debra Gibbs and Court of Appeals Judge Deborah McDonald. 

Continued  on page 13 
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and Ethics Committee of 
the Mississippi Bar, and as 
secretary of the Magnolia 
Bar Association.  She was 
a faculty facilitator at the 
National Judicial College. 
She also served on the 
Mississippi Model Jury 
Instructions Commission.  
    She served for more 
than 20 years on the Board 
of Directors of the Missis-
sippi Volunteer Lawyers 
Project. She joined the 
Board of Directors of 
North Mississippi Rural 
Legal Services in  2021. 
    She was honored with 
the 2023 Chief Justice 
Award. She received spe-
cial recognition from the 
Judicial Division of the 

Subdistrict 3 of the 4th Cir-
cuit Court in 1994. She 
established a Drug Court 
for the 4th Circuit of  
Leflore, Sunflower and 
Washington counties in 
June 2002. It was the 
state’s third felony drug 
court. She served as Cir-
cuit Judge until 2014, and 
continued to hear cases as 
a senior status judge for 
another 20 years. She re-
cently retired as Senior 
Status judge. 
    She is former chair, vice
-chair and secretary-
treasurer of the Conference 
of Circuit Judges. She 
served on the Commission 
on Judicial Performance, 
the Complaint Tribunal 

sible. She needed to study. 
She had an auto accident 
while driving home in her 
second year. She recov-
ered in time for exams. 
    She worked for North 
Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services in Oxford while 
in law school, then for Le-
gal Services in Greenwood 
1979-1981. She continued 
to teach business law and 
court systems at MVSU. 
    In 1989, she was ap-
pointed as a magistrate to 
hear cases filed by prison-
ers at the Mississippi State 
Penitentiary at Parchman. 
She served as magistrate 
until 1994.  
    She was  the first Afri-
can-American  elected to 

    Chancellor Cynthia L. 
Brewer of Madison will be 
honored for her exemplary 
work and service as a role 
model for women in the 
legal profession.  
    The Women in the Pro-
fession Section of the Mis-
sissippi Bar selected Judge 
Brewer as the 2025 recipi-
ent of the Susie Blue Bu-
chanan Award. The award 
will be presented on July 
10 at the Price-Prather 
Luncheon during the Mis-
sissippi Bar Convention in 

American Bar Association. 
She served on the ABA 
National Conference of 
State Trial Judges and the 
National Association of 
Women Judges Racial and 
Cultural Diversity Com-
mittee.  She received the 
Magnolia Bar Association 
Government Service 
Awards in 1997 and 2003. 
She was inducted as a Fel-
low of the Mississippi Bar 
Foundation in 2006. The 
Mississippi House of Rep-
resentatives honored her 
with a resolution com-
mending her career in 
2015.    
    She now divides her 
time between family in 
Greenwood and Tupelo. 

ed by her colleagues. She 
is a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Mis-
sissippi Judicial College. 
She served on the Com-
mission on Judicial Perfor-
mance as the alternate 
Chancery Court member. 
She previously served for 
four years as Madison 
County Court Judge, 
where her duties also in-
cluded part of the docket 
for the Madison County 
Youth Court. She also pre-
viously served as a special 
master in Chancery Court, 
and as a Municipal, Coun-
ty and Youth Court prose-
cutor in Hinds County.   
    Judge Brewer has been 
a visiting instructor at the 
National Judicial College 
in Reno for 18 years. She 
also served as an adjunct 
professor at Mississippi 
College School of Law.  
    She earned an under-
graduate degree from the 
University of South Ala-
bama, and her Juris Doctor 
from Mississippi College 
School of Law.  

Chancellor Cynthia Brewer 

Judge Sanders inducted into UM Law Hall of Fame, continued from page 12 

Sandestin, Fla. The annual 
award honors an outstand-
ing woman lawyer who 
has achieved professional 
excellence and has actively 
paved the way to success 
for other women lawyers. 
    Judge Brewer said, “To 
be recognized among my 
peers for the work that I 
have diligently and with 
love done, is beyond 
words wonderful. I’m still 
in awe.” 
    The award is named for 
Susie Blue Buchanan of 
Brandon, who in 1916 be-
came the first woman law-
yer qualified to practice 
before the Mississippi Su-
preme Court. The Price-
Prather Luncheon, now in 
its 27th year, is named for 
the state’s first woman 
judge, Washington County 
Court Judge Zelma Wells 
Price of Greenville, and 
the first Mississippi wom-
an chancellor, Supreme 
Court Justice and Chief 
Justice, Lenore Loving 
Prather of Columbus. 
Chief Justice Prather re-

ceived the Susie Blue Bu-
chanan Award in 2005.  
    Among other former 
recipients of the award are 
former Lt. Gov. Evelyn 
Gandy, Mississippi Court 
of Appeals Chief Judge 
Donna Barnes, former 
Mississippi Court of Ap-
peals Judge Mary Libby 
Payne, the late Presiding 
Justice Kay Cobb, the late 
law professor Carol West, 
former Justice Ann Lamar, 
former Justice Dawn 
Beam, Chancellor Jacquel-
ine Mask, former Chancel-
lor Denise Owens, U.S. 
District Judge Debra 
Brown, U.S. District Judge 
Sharion Aycock and for-
mer U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Linda Anderson. 
    Judge Brewer is senior 
chancellor of the 11th 
Chancery Court, hearing 
cases in Madison and 
Leake counties. She be-
came a chancellor in Janu-
ary 2007.  She served 
twice as chair of the Con-
ference of Chancery Court 
Judges, having been elect-
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Krutz, LLP, was honored 
with the Curtis E. Coker 
Award for providing con-
sistent, outstanding pro 
bono legal services. 
    Judge Richard  grew up 
in Jackson and graduated 
from Tougaloo College. 
He moved to Greenville 
shortly after graduating 
from the University of 
Mississippi School of 
Law. He and Circuit Judge 
Carol White-Richard, a 
native of Holly Springs, 
have been married for 25 
years. They are the first 
husband and wife holding 
Chancery and Circuit 
Court judicial seats, he in 
the Ninth Chancery since 
2019 and she in the Fourth 
Circuit District since 2015.  
    Circuit Judge Richard, 
Chancellor Richard's fa-
ther Bennie Lee Richard, 
and his brother Crandall 
Richard, both of Jackson, 
accompanied him at the 
ceremony. His brother To-
ny Richard of Nolensville, 
Tenn.,  was unable to at-
tend, but sent a message 
that was read at the cere-
mony. He said, "In our 
society, being a judge is a 
powerful and privileged 
position. The very title 
draws attention, invites 
looks and shifts behaviors. 
With it comes a huge re-
sponsibility as your deci-
sions change the trajectory 
of many lives for genera-
tions to come. I believe 
that it was Dr. King that 
said, 'Power without love 
is reckless and abusive, 
and love without power is 
sentimental and anemic.' 
This award is an outward 
display of how you are 
seen by your peers and the 
judicial system...that you 
are able to hold both pow-
er and love at the same 
time." 
   

    The Mississippi Volun-
teer Lawyers Project hon-
ored Chancellor Bennie 
Richard of Greenville with 
the 2024 Beacon of Justice 
Award for his work 
providing access to courts 
through quarterly free fam-
ily law clinics for low-
income people. 
    Judicial leadership is 
crucial in providing access 
to the courts for people 
who cannot afford to hire 
an attorney. 
    Gayla Carpenter-Sanders, 
Executive Director and 
General Counsel of 
MVLP, said, "The Beacon 
of Justice Award began in 
2014 with the focus on 
honoring a member of the 
judiciary who expressed 
the desire to promote ac-
cess to justice within the 
courtroom and implement-
ed programs to serve vul-
nerable populations within 
his or her community." 
    She said, "Since taking 
the bench in January 2019, 

Judge Richard's steadfast 
leadership and unwavering 
commitment to the com-
munity has created access 
to justice for 864 individu-
als, granting them the op-
portunity to pursue a fresh 
start in life through the 
resolution of their divorces."  
    Judge Richard presided 
over 24 family law clinics 
for self-represented liti-
gants. His work "has set a 
gold standard for access to 
justice, with his model 
being replicated in clinics 
across the state." 
    Judge Richard contin-
ued the program which his 
predecessor, former Chan-
cellor Marie Wilson, be-
gan in 2007 in Washington 
County. Judge Wilson was 
honored as a Beacon of 
Justice recipient in 2016 
for her development and 
oversight of the quarterly 
free family law clinics. 
    Judge Richard said that 
the family law clinic mod-
el has been refined so that 

a majority of the litigants 
are able to finalize their 
matters in court at the clin-
ic or shortly thereafter. 
Some of the change came 
about as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
"Because of the pandemic, 
we were no-contact or vir-
tual. We learned how to do 
this more efficiently," he 
said. 
    Now, Sanders and vol-
unteer attorneys are in 
contact with pro se liti-
gants before the family 
law clinic is held. They are 
able to make corrections to 
documents that the liti-
gants have filed so that the 
need for revisions doesn't 
delay resolution of cases. 
    Sanders said, "Even 
amidst the unprecedented 
challenges of the COVID-
19 pandemic, Judge Rich-
ard's unwavering dedica-
tion ensured these clinics 
continued uninterrupted, 
pioneering safe and inno-
vative alternatives to give 
litigants their rightful day 
in court." 
    Across the state, MVLP 
hosted 28 free legal clinics  
in 2024, providing help to 
321 individuals, said 
MVLP Board Chair Alicia 
Hall.  The impact of vol-
unteer attorneys is tremen-
dous. During the past year, 
"together, we have served 
1,423 individuals who 
reached out for assistance, 
opened 967 cases, and suc-
cessfully closed 825 cases 
with services….Since 
1982, we have proudly 
served over 48,000 Missis-
sippians," Hall said. 

    Attorneys honored with 
Pro Bono Awards for their 
volunteer service are Ste-
phen Fritz of Jackson, Kar-
mel Keeton of Ridgeland 
and Charles Yow II of Ox-
ford. The Jackson law firm 
of Forman Watkins & 

Chancellor Bennie Richard, third from left, was accompanied at the 
award ceremony by his family, including his father,  Bennie Lee 
Richard; his wife, Circuit Judge Carol White-Richard; and his 
brother, Crandall Richard.  
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Hinds County Court Judge Yemi Kings took office in January  2024. 

     Rankin County Court 
and Youth Court Judge 
Joshua McCrory will deal 
with the issues that come 
before him with fairness, 
kindness and compassion, 
colleagues said on Jan. 3 
before he took the oath of 
office. 
    Fellow Rankin County 
Court Judge David Mor-
row Jr. said, “The children 
of Rankin County are win-
ners today because of the 
heart of Josh McCrory.” 
    Attorney Mark Baker, 
Judge McCrory’s law part-
ner for 13 years, said that 
he possesses “not just the 
legal acumen for the posi-
tion, but the temperament 
and wisdom.” 
    Judge McCrory was 
surrounded by his children 
and his parents as he took 
the oath. His wife Tonya 
McCrory held the Bible as 

Justice Court Judge Rich-
ard Redfern administered 
the oath. 
    Judge McCrory said 
afterwards, “I’m really 
humbled by the responsi-
bility that God has given 
me in this position and I’m 
looking forward to meet-
ing those expectations.” 
    Judge McCrory previ-
ously served for 19 years 
as a Rankin County Justice 
Court Judge. He has prac-
ticed law for 22 years. He 
studied international busi-
ness at the University of 
Mississippi and earned a 
Juris Doctor at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi School 
of Law. He is a lifelong 
resident of Brandon. 
    Judge McCrory was 
elected in November 2024 
to the seat most recently Judge Richard Redfern, at left, administers the oath of of-

fice to Rankin County Court Judge Joshua McCrory, at 
right, as Judge McCrory’s wife Tonya holds the Bible. 

fender for about five years. 
Then he served  as an  as-
sistant and deputy Hinds 
County prosecutor  for 
about eight years. 
    Judge Kings is a life-
long resident of Jackson. 
He grew up in the 
Georgetown neighborhood 

ior County Court Judge 
Johnnie McDaniels, who 
implemented a periodic 
expungement docket.  
    “There’s a class of peo-
ple that we know are abso-
lutely entitled to expunge-
ment because cases were 
dismissed,” Judge Kings 
said. The court makes time 
available to hear those cas-
es  “so people can try to 
move on with their lives 
and gain employment.” 
    Judge Kings served as 
both a prosecutor and as a 
public defender before 
being elected to the bench. 
“It certainly prepared me, 
just being able to analyze 
different controversies and 
hear both sides. Having 
made those same argu-
ments myself was a tre-
mendous help,” he said. 
    He served as a Warren 
County public defender for 
about eight years, and as a 
Hinds County public de-

    In his first three and a 
half months on the bench, 
Hinds County Court Judge 
Yemi Kings has closed 
more than 1,400 cases on 
the civil docket.  
    Some were stale cases; 
others were active. He 
conducted docket calls for 
inactive cases, requiring 
attorneys for the parties to 
appear and state their in-
tentions.  
    Judge Kings, who han-
dles mostly civil cases, 
said, “We are moving. We 
are working hard. I’m en-
joying being able to get 
into this backlog we’ve 
had and giving folks their 
day in court. The main 
thing is to try to make sure 
we keep moving.” He said 
there 3,000 pend-
ing cases on his docket. 
    Judge Kings also pro-
posed conducting an ex-
pungement clinic. He dis-
cussed the idea with Sen-

and graduated from Lanier 
High School. He earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
political science from Tou-
galoo College and a law 
degree  from the Thurgood 
Marshall School of Law at 
Texas Southern Universi-
ty.  

continued on page  16 



ty Justice Center in Bran-
don. Rankin County Chan-
cery Clerk Mark Scar-
borough, a longtime fami-
ly friend, cited scripture 
and called on the judges to 
seek God’s guidance. 
“This country was built on 
laws. Those laws also 
mention compassion and 
the word of God. Get on 
your knees and thank Him 
for what we have and ask 
him to protect our future.” 

held by Judge Kent 
McDaniel, who returned 
from retirement to accept 
appointment to the court 
after the May 21, 2023, 
death of Judge Thomas 
Broome blessed 
to have Tom Broome do 
that for the last 20 years,” 
Judge Morrow said. 
    Family, friends and 
most of the Rankin County 
judiciary attended the cere-
mony at the Rankin Coun-
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    Circuit Judge Robert 
Helfrich of Hattiesburg has 
informed the Governor of 
his intent to retire effective  
June 30. 
    He has served as Circuit 
Judge of the 12th Circuit 
District of Forrest and Per-
ry counties for more than 
22 years. 
    He has been a leader in 
drug intervention courts. 
Judge Helfrich created a 

drug  court in the 12th Cir-
cuit shortly after he took 
office in 2003. He was 
among the earliest to cre-
ate separate tracks for vet-
erans and DUI offenders 
within drug court. He was 
appointed in 2009 to the 
Board of Directors of the 
National Association of 
Drug Court Professionals, 
which later became known 
as All Rise. He has served 

on the State Intervention 
Courts Advisory Commit-
tee for 12 years.    
    As an assistant district 
attorney for the 12th Cir-
cuit District, Helfrich reo-
pened and prosecuted ra-
cially motivated crimes 
from the Civil Rights era. 
Helfrich headed the  team 
that prosecuted Ku Klux 
Klan Imperial Wizard 
Samuel Bowers in 1998 
for ordering the 1966 fire-
bombing death of Vernon 
F. Dahmer Sr. Four trials 
in the 1960s had ended in 
hung juries.  
    Trial testimony showed 
that at Bowers’ direction,  
Klansmen drove to the 
Dahmer home on the night 
of Jan. 10, 1966, and 
hurled flaming gasoline 
into the house. Dahmer, a 
Civil Rights activist, suc-
cessful businessman and 
farmer, had allowed Blacks 
to pay poll taxes at his 
store and had assisted with 

voter registration. Burning 
gas fumes seared Dah-
mer’s lungs as shot at the 
attackers as his wife and 
youngest children escaped 
the house. 
    In 1999, the prosecution 
of businessman Charles 
Noble, also accused of 
involvement in the Dah-
mer firebombing, resulted 
in a mistrial. 
    The Robert B. Helfrich 
Papers at the University of 
Southern Mississippi are 
an archive of the 1966 in-
vestigation and the 1998 
and 1999 trials. 
     Judge Helfrich worked 
as an assistant public de-
fender before he joined the 
district attorney’s office. 
He is a veteran of the Unit-
ed States Coast Guard. 
   He earned his undergrad-
uate degree from George 
Mason University and his 
Juris Doctor from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi  
School of Law. 

Circuit Judge Robert Helfrich speaks at the dedication of a 
statue of Vernon F. Dahmer Sr. outside the Forrest County 
Courthouse on Jan. 6, 2020.  

Circuit Judge Robert Helfrich hugs one of the many drug 
court graduates at a ceremony on Dec. 11, 2006. 
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    Nineteenth District 
Chancellor Billie Graham 

pointed Fourth Circuit Dis-
trict Attorney W. Dewayne 
Richardson as an alternate 
member, and reappointed 
three previously serving 
alternates. 
    Chief Justice Mike Ran-
dolph signed the appoint-
ment order on behalf of the 
unanimous court on April 
10. Appointment terms are 

through Dec. 31, 2026. 
    Justice Robert Cham-
berlin was reappointed as  
chairman designee. Mem-
bers reappointed to SICAC 
are Circuit Judge Randi P. 
Mueller of the Second Cir-
cuit District, Circuit Judge 
Winston L. Kidd of the 
Seventh Circuit District, 
Circuit Judge Charles 

Webster of the 11th Circuit 
District, Circuit Judge 
Robert Helfrich of the 12th 
Circuit District, Circuit 
Judge Michael Taylor of 
the 14th Circuit District, 
Circuit Judge Kathy King 
Jackson of the 19th Circuit 
District, 18th District Drug 
Court Coordinator Con-

    The Supreme Court re-
cently appointed First Dis-
trict Circuit Judge John R. 
White of Iuka and Rep. 
Kevin Horan of Grenada 
to the State Intervention 
Courts Advisory Commit-
tee, and reappointed nine 
veteran members of the 
Advisory Committee. The 
Supreme Court also ap- continued on page 18 

the Jones County Bar As-
sociation. She has been 
listed in the Family Law 
Section of Best Lawyers in 
America as well as Mid-
South Super Lawyers. She 
is a Fellow of the Missis-
sippi Bar Foundation. 
    Judge Graham is origi-
nally from Stringer. She is 
a graduate of Jones County 
Junior College. She earned 
Bachelor of Science de-
grees in English and politi-
cal science from Mississip-
pi University for Women, 
and a Juris Doctor from 
the University of Missis-
sippi School of Law.  
    Judge Graham is a 
member of First United 
Methodist Church in Lau-
rel  and has participated in 
local, national and interna-
tional mission projects. 
  

of Laurel has notified the 
Governor that she plans to 

retire on June 30.  
    She will have served 
almost five years as chan-
cellor of the district that 
includes Jones and Wayne 
counties. Gov. Tate 
Reeves appointed her on 
July 23, 2020, to a vacancy.  
    Judge Graham came to 
the chancery bench after a 
lengthy career in private 
law practice which includ-
ed domestic relations and 
personal injury. She also 
served as a guardian ad 
litem in Chancery and 
Youth Court, and as a pub-
lic defender in Jones 
County Youth Court. She 
served for nine years as a 
Jones County Justice Court 
Judge. 
    She previously served as 
president of the Family 
Law Section in the Missis-
sippi  Bar and president of 

DA Dewayne Richardson Judge John R. White Rep. Kevin Horan Justice Robert Chamberlin 

Chancellor Billie Graham makes a comment during the fall 
Trial and Appellate Judges Conference on Oct. 27, 2021. 



suelo Walley,  Mississippi 
Department of Corrections 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Community Corrections 
Nathan Blevins, and Mis-
sissippi Department of 
Child Protection Services 

Judge Randi Mueller Judge Winston Kidd Judge Charles Webster 

Judge Michael Taylor Judge Kathy King Jackson Consuelo Walley 

 Andrea Sanders Judge Mike Dickinson Judge Walt Brown Judge Betsy Cotton 

Nathan Blevins 

Judge Robert Helfrich 
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Commissioner Andrea 
Sanders. 
    Reappointed alternate 
members are Adams  
County Court Judge Walt 
Brown,  Harrison County 

Court Judge Mike Dickin-
son,  and Yazoo County 
Court Judge Betsy Cotton.  
    Judge White was elected 
to the First Circuit Court  
in November 2018 and 

took the bench in January 
2019.  He was in private 
law practice for about 30 
years. In  his early prac-
tice, he handled insurance 

continued on page 19 
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the House Judiciary B 
Committee. He has served 
House District 34 since 
2012, representing Carroll, 
Grenada, Holmes, Leflore 
and Tallahatchie counties. 
He is a graduate of the 
University of Mississippi 
and Mississippi College 
School of Law. 
    Richardson has served 
as a prosecutor in the Mis-
sissippi Delta since 2003, 

serving first as an assistant 
district attorney. He was 
elected District Attorney in  
2007. Elected at age 30, he 
was the second youngest 
District Attorney in state 
history. When he was 
elected president of the 
Mississippi Prosecutors 
association in 2012, he 
was the association’s first 
Black president. He is a 
board member of the Na-

tional District Attorneys 
Association. He is a mem-
ber of 100 Black Men of 
the Mississippi Delta, 
where he serves as schol-
arship chair. 
    Richardson earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
political science from Tou-
galoo College and a Juris 
Doctorate from Mississip-
pi College School of Law. 
  

defense litigation. During 
the latter half of his private 
practice, he was a criminal 
defense lawyer. 
    Judge White earned a 
bachelor’s degree and a 
Masters of Business Ad-
ministration from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi, and 
a Juris Doctor from the 
University of Mississippi 
School of Law. 
    Rep. Horan is Chair of 

    Circuit and County 
Court Judges elected new 
officers at the fall 2024 
Trial and Appellate Judges 
Conference in Biloxi. 
    Circuit Judge Christo-
pher Schmidt of Pass 
Christian was chosen as 
chair of the Conference of 
Circuit Court Judges. He 
previously served as vice-
chair. Circuit Judge Ce-
leste Wilson of Southaven 
is vice-chair, having previ-
ously served as conference 
secretary. Circuit Judge 
Carol White-Richard of 
Greenville was elected as 
conference secretary-
treasurer. 
    Lauderdale County 
Court Judge Lisa Howell 
of Meridian was elected 
chair of the Conference of 
County Court Judges. For-

rest County Court Judge 
Carol Jones Russell of 
Hattiesburg is vice-chair, 
and Yazoo County Court 
Judge Betsy Cotton of Ya-
zoo City is secretary. 
    New officers were elect-
ed on Oct. 24, 2024. 
    County Court judges 
thanked three long-serving 
officers, outgoing Confer-
ence chairman Judge Ed 
Hannan of Madison, out-
going vice-chair Judge 
Vernita King Johnson of 
Greenville, and outgoing 
conference secretary Judge 
Veldore Young Graham of 
Meridian. Judge Hannan 
has served as chairman of 
the Conference of County 
Court Judges since 2015. 
Judge Johnson has been 
vice-chair since October 
2004. Judge Young Gra-

ham began her service as 
Conference secretary in 
April 2012.  
    Judge Schmidt has 
served since January 2015 
in the Second Circuit Dis-
trict of Hancock, Harrison 
and Stone counties. He 
previously was an assistant 
district attorney in the Sec-
ond Circuit for 14 years. 
He was in private law 
practice from 2010 until 
his election in 2014. He 
earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from the Uni-
versity of Southern Missis-
sippi and a law degree 
from the University of 
Mississippi School of 
Law.       
    Judge Wilson has served 
as a Circuit Judge for more 
than seven years. She was 
appointed in February 

2017 to the 17th Circuit 
Court. She was elected to 
the 23rd Circuit Court Dis-
trict in November 2022 
and took office in January 
2023 when DeSoto County 
became a separate Circuit 
Court district. She serves 
on the Supreme Court Ad-
visory Committee on 
Rules.  
    Judge Wilson previous-
ly served for eight years as 
a DeSoto County Court 
Judge. She served as vice 
chair of the Council of 
Youth Court Judges and 
was a member of the 
Council for Interstate 
Compact of Juveniles, the 
Juvenile Detention and 
Alternatives Task Force 
and the National Council 
of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges.  
    Judge Wilson earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree in busi-
ness administration from 
Delta State University and 
a law degree from the Uni-
versity of Memphis.  
    Judge White-Richard 
was elected in November 
2014 and took office in 
January 2015 in the Fourth 
Circuit Court District that 
includes Leflore, Sunflow-
er and Washington coun-
ties. Before taking the 
bench, she was a criminal 

Judge Carol White-Richard Judge Christopher Schmidt  Judge Celeste Wilson  

continued on page 20 
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    Court of Appeals Judges 
gave a presentation about 
recent workers compensation 
appeal decisions on April 10 
at the Mississippi Workers’ 
Compensation Educational 
Association Conference in 
Biloxi.  
    Participating in the panel 
discussion were, l
Judge David Neil McCarty, 
Judge Deborah  McDonald 
and Presiding Judge Virginia 
Carlton.  
    The three-day conference 
was attended by employers, 
insurers, third-party admin-
istrators, attorneys,  health 
care professionals and reha-
bilitation providers. 

Court of Appeals Judges discuss decisions impacting Workers Compensation 

County Conference leaders are Judges Howell, Russell and Cotton 

defense attorney and assis-
tant district attorney. She 
is past president of the 
Mississippi Public Defend-
ers Association. She also 
served as part-time faculty 
of Gideon's Promise.  
    Judge White-Richard  is 
a  graduate of Tulane Uni-
versity with a double ma-
jor in English and commu-
nications. She earned a law 
degree from Vanderbilt 
School of Law. 
    Judge Howell was ap-
pointed to the Lauderdale 
County Court on Nov. 1, 
2017. She serves as Coun-
ty Court and Youth Court 

gree in business admin-
istration from the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississip-
pi and a Juris Doctor from 
the University of Missis-
sippi School of Law. 
    Judge Cotton was elect-
ed to the Yazoo County 
Court in November 2018 
and took office in January 
2019. She serves as Coun-
ty Court and Youth Court 
Judge. She is an alternate 
member of the State Inter-
vention Courts Advisory 
Committee. She was the 
Yazoo County Youth 
Court public defender and 
Yazoo County Youth 
Court guardian ad litem 
from 2012 until 2017, 
when she was appointed as 
Yazoo County prosecutor 
for Justice Court, Youth 
Court, and County Court. 
She also served as a guard-
ian ad litem in Chancery 
Court. She began her ca-
reer as a legal secretary 
before earning a Bache-
lor’s Degree in business 
administration, summa 
cum laude, from Belhaven 
College. She earned her 
law degree from Mississip-
pi College School of Law.   

Judge. She previously 
served for 22 years as an 
assistant district attorney 
for the 10th Circuit Court 
District of Lauderdale, 
Clarke, Kemper and 
Wayne counties. She was 
in private law practice af-
ter earning a law degree 
from Mississippi College 
School of Law. She earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of 
Southern Mississippi. 
    Judge Russell was elect-
ed to the Forrest County 
Court in November 2018 
and took office in January 
2019. She serves as Coun-
ty Court and Youth Court 

Judge. The Supreme Court 
reappointed her to the Su-
preme Court Advisory 
Committee on Rules on 
Nov. 5. Judge Russell was 
the recipient of the 2024 
Judicial Excellence Award 
presented by the Mississip-
pi Bar. She is a member of 
the Board of Directors of 
the University of Southern 
Mississippi Foundation, 
serving as Policy and By-
laws Committee chair. She 
previously served as 
Hattiesburg Municipal 
Court Judge 2012-2018. 
Her private practice was in 
family law. She earned a 
Bachelor of Science de-

continued from page 19 
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Judge Robert Fant Walker  Alicia S. Hall Robert E. Quimby  

    The Supreme Court ap-
pointed three new members 
to the Bar Complaint Tri-
bunal and reappointed 
three members to terms 
which began Jan. 1. 
    New members joining 
the Complaint Tribunal are 
District Attorney Angel 
Myers McIlrath of Ocean 
Springs, Circuit Judge 
Michelle Easterling of Clay 
County and Associate 
Dean Mary Largent Purvis 
of Jackson. 
    The unanimous Supreme 
Court reappointed Gulfport 
Municipal Court Judge 
Robert Fant Walker and 
attorneys Alicia S. Hall of 
Jackson and Robert E. 
Quimby of Tupelo.   
    Judge Easterling, Asso-
ciate Dean Purvis and DA 

up of nine judges and 18 
lawyers selected by the 
nine members of the Su-
preme Court from three 
Supreme Court districts. 
The Complaint Tribunal 
sits in panels of three, with 
each panel made up of two 
attorneys and one judge. 
    McIlrath has been a 
prosecutor on the Gulf 
Coast for 18 years. She has 
served as District Attorney 
of the 19th Judicial District 
of Jackson, George and 
Greene counties for the 
past six years. She was an 
assistant district attorney 
for 12 years and served as 
director of the District At-
torney’s Child Protection 
Unit for five years. She 
has served the Mississippi 
Prosecutors Association as 

president, vice-president 
and secretary treasurer as 
well as serving on the 
MPA Board of Directors, 
Legislative Committee and 
Curriculum Committee. 
She was involved in draft-
ing and pushing for pas-
sage of legislation includ-
ing revising statutes for 
prosecution of child abuse 
and voyeurism against 
children and establishing 
degrees of murder. She is a 
member of the Mississippi 
Attorney General’s Inter-
net Crimes Against Chil-
dren Task Force, the Na-
tional District Attorneys 
Association and the Amer-
ican Professional Society 
on the Abuse of Children. 
She served as an adjunct 
instructor at the Jackson 
County campus of Missis-
sippi Gulf Coast Commu-
nity College, teaching 
criminal investigations and 
criminal law, and is a fre-
quent speaker on topics 
including physical abuse 
and neglect of children, 
child exploitation, Consti-
tutional law and investiga-
tive practices.  
    She was an associate for 
two years in the firm of 
Daniel Coker Horton & 
Bell.  
     She earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in political 
science from the Universi-
ty of Southern Mississippi 
and a law degree from 
Mississippi College 
School of Law. 
    She is founder and pres-
ident of the SoSo Strong 
Pediatric Brain Tumor 
Foundation, which she 
created in honor of her 
daughter Sophia, who died 
of Diffuse Intrinsic Pon-
tine Glioma at age 7. She 
coached and completed 
numerous marathons and 

Supreme Court makes appointments to Complaint Tribunal 

McIlrath  replaced Com-
plaint Tribunal members 
Circuit Judge Joseph H. 
Loper Jr. of Ackerman, 
Mississippi College 
School of Law Associate 
Professor Donald E. 
Campbell of Jackson and 
attorney James E. Lambert 
III of Gulfport. Judge Lop-
er, Campbell and Lambert 
served on the Tribunal 
since January 2019. 
    Chief Justice Mike Ran-
dolph signed the appoint-
ment order on Nov. 19, 
2024. The three-year terms 
will end on Dec. 31, 2027. 
     Members of the Com-
plaint Tribunal hear and 
decide disciplinary matters 
arising out of complaints 
against attorneys. The 27-
member Tribunal is made 

DA Angel Myers McIlrath  Judge Michelle Easterling  Mary Largent Purvis         

continued on page 22 
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the Mississippi Volunteer 
Lawyers Project. She 
served as 2017-2018 presi-
dent of Jackson Young 
Lawyers. Hall graduated 
from the College of 
Charleston with degrees in 
psychology and political 
science. She received her 
Juris Doctor from Missis-
sippi College School of 
Law, magna cum laude.     
    Quimby practices law 
with the firm of Mitchell, 
McNutt, & Sams in Tupe-
lo. His practice areas in-
clude business and com-
mercial litigation, govern-
mental  representation,  
estate planning, probate 
and elder law. He repre-
sents numerous govern-
mental entities, businesses 

Complaint Tribunal members appointed, continued from page 21 
and communication, crimi-
nal law, secured transac-
tions, sales and leasing, 
and advanced legal analy-
sis. She graduated magna 
cum laude from Millsaps 
College, and graduated 
summa cum laude from 
Mississippi College 
School of Law, where she 
was a member of the Law 
Review.  She received her 
Doctorate of Education in 
Higher Education Admin-
istration from the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississip-
pi. She  serves as Board 
Chair for CASA Mississip-
pi, Board President for 
Healthy Centers Healthy 
Kids, and Chair for the 
Women’s Foundation of 
Mississippi. She served as 
a Mississippi Legal Am-
bassador through the Mis-
sissippi Volunteer Law-
yers Project in 2023. She 
also serves on the boards 
of the Junior League of 
Jackson, Ballet Mississip-
pi, the Mississippi Capital 
Area Habitat for Humani-
ty, and the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation. She is a mem-
ber of the Capital Area Bar 
Association and Mississip-
pi Women Lawyers Asso-
ciation.  
    Judge Walker has 
served for 15 years as a 
Gulfport Municipal Judge. 
He previously was an as-
sistant district attorney in 
the Second Circuit Dis-
trict. He was a law clerk 
for the Mississippi Court 
of Appeals. He is a gradu-
ate of the University of 
Mississippi and the Uni-
versity of Mississippi 
School of Law.  
    Hall is Senior Counsel 
with Entergy. She previ-
ously was in private prac-
tice in the Jackson area for 
seven years. She is chair of 
the Board of Directors of 

half-marathons for the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society’s Team in Train-
ing. She is a former board 
member and nominating 
committee member of the 
Mary C. O’Keefe Cultural 
Arts Center.  She is a life 
member of the Biloxi-
Ocean Springs Junior Aux-
iliary and a member of the 
Pascagoula Rotary Club, 
Pascagoula Kiwanis Club 
and the Duchess Club of 
Ocean Springs. 
    Judge Easterling was 
elected to the 16th Circuit 
Court of Clay, Lowndes, 
Noxubee and Oktibbeha 
counties in November 2022 
and took office in January 
2023.  She previously 
served as the Clay County 
Prosecuting Attorney for 
10 years and Municipal 
Prosecutor for the City of 
West Point for seven 
years. Her 24 years of pri-
vate practice included do-
mestic relations, estate 
planning, business law and 
real estate. She served on 
the Board of Bar Commis-
sioners. She worked on 
Bar committees including 
Professionalism and the 
Lawyers and Judges Assis-
tance Program, and was 
chair of the Women in the 
Profession Standing Com-
mittee. She is a member of 
the West Point Rotary Club 
and the Episcopal Church 
of the Incarnation.  
    Judge Easterling earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in English, magna cum 
laude, from  Millsaps Col-
lege and a Juris Doctor 
from the University of Mis-
sissippi School of Law. 
    Purvis is Associate 
Dean for Academic Affairs 
and an Assistant Professor 
at Mississippi College 
School of Law, where she 
has taught legal analysis 

and individuals. He serves 
on the Board of Directors 
and as secretary of Reed 
Manufacturing Co., Inc.  
He served as a Municipal 
Court Judge for the City of 
Hernando 2014-2020. He 
is admitted to practice law 
in Mississippi and Tennes-
see. He is a board member 
of Northeast Mississippi 
Habitat for Humanity. He 
earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree, cum laude, 
from Millsaps College and 
a Juris Doctor, magna cum 
laude, from Mississippi 
College School of Law, 
where he served as execu-
tive editor of the Missis-
sippi College Law Review 
and was a member of the 
Moot Court Board. 

Left to right, Judges Deborah McDonald, Latrice Westbrooks 
and Amy St. Pe'  convened to hear oral arguments at Missis-
sippi Valley State University March 25. continued on page 23 



on appeal. Court on the 
Road offers a unique 
learning experience for 
students with an interest in 
law, government, journal-
ism and a variety of other 
fields. The general public 
may attend to gain a better 
understanding of appellate 
court proceedings.  
    Judge Westbrooks, who 
coordinated the visit to 
MVSU, said, “The Court 
on the Road program of-
fers the opportunity for 
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    Court of Appeals Judge 
Latrice Westbrooks of Lex-
ington and attorneys Wil-
liam M. Gage of Ridgeland 

Jan. 1. 
    The Supreme Court re-
appointed Advisory Com-
mittee members Chancel-

lor Carter Bise of Gulfport, 
Circuit Judge W. Ashley 
Hines of Greenville, For-

Supreme Court makes appointments to Advisory Committee on Rules  

and Graham P. Carner of 
Jackson joined the Su-
preme Court Advisory 
Committee on Rules on 

Judge Latrice Westbrooks  William M. Gage  Graham P. Carner  Judge Carter Bise 

Judge Ashley Hines Judge Carol Jones Russell Justin T. Cook Nicholas K. Thompson 

   
     The Mississippi Court 
of Appeals  convened on 
the campus of Mississippi 
Valley State University at 
Itta Bena on March 25.  
    Judges Deborah 
McDonald, Latrice West-
brooks and Amy St. Pe'  
heard oral arguments in a 
criminal appeal  in the 
W.A. Butts Social Science 
Building Auditorium.  
    A week later, on April 
1, the Court of Appeals  

transparency and educa-
tion. It elevates the public's 
understanding of Missis-
sippi's judicial system. It 
also encourages civic en-
gagement and exposes the 
students to the Court in a 
way that is not adversarial. 
There are no witnesses and 
no jury.” 
    The Court of Appeals 
began the Court on the 
Road program as a part of 
its regular calendar for oral 
arguments in 2005. 

convened on the campus 
of Alcorn State University 
in Lorman to hear another 
appeal. 
    The Court of Appeals 
visits the campuses annu-
ally as part of its Court on 
the Road program. The 
Court schedules oral argu-
ments on college campuses 
and occasionally at other 
locations as a teaching tool 
to give students and the 
public opportunities to 
watch proceedings in cases 

continued from page 22 
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Attorneys Gage, Carner join Advisory Committee on Rules  

firm of Byrd and Associ-
ates in 2000, then opened 
her own law practice in 
2001, representing clients 
in both criminal and civil 
matters.  
    She served as prosecutor 
for the city of Durant and 
as city attorney for the 
town of Isola. For almost 
10 years, she served as a 
public defender in Holmes 
County. She served as in-
terim communications di-
rector for the city of Jack-
son, then joined the Jack-
son City Attorney's Office 
as legal counsel for the 
Jackson Police Depart-
ment. She returned to pri-
vate law practice in 2014. 
She was appointed Munic-
ipal Judge for the city of 
Lexington in 2015 and 
served until she was elect-
ed to the Court of Appeals. 
Judge Westbrooks was 
named as Outstanding 
Woman Lawyer of 2017 
by the Mississippi Women 
Lawyers Association, in-
ducted as a Fellow of the 
Mississippi Bar Founda-
tion in 2022, and named an 
Outstanding Alumna of 
Austin Peay State Univer-
sity in 2023.  
    Gage was nominated by 
the Mississippi Bar. He  is 
an attorney in Butler Snow 

rest County Court Judge 
Carol Jones Russell of 
Hattiesburg, attorney Jus-
tin T. Cook of Jackson, 
and attorney Nicholas K. 
Thompson of Hattiesburg. 
    The three-year terms 
extend through Dec. 31, 
2027. 
    The 15-member Adviso-
ry Committee advises the 
Supreme Court on needs 
for changes in procedural 
rules. Terms are staggered. 
    Judge Westbrooks was 
nominated to the Advisory 
Committee on Rules by 
Court of Appeals Chief 
Judge Donna M. Barnes.   
Judge Westbrooks was 
elected to the Court of Ap-
peals in November 2016 
and took office in January 
2017. She was re-elected 
to the Court in 2024. She 
earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Austin 
Peay State University, and 
a Juris Doctor degree from 
the University of Detroit 
Mercy Law School. In Oc-
tober 1997, shortly after 
graduating from law 
school, she became the 
first African American 
woman Assistant District 
Attorney in the Second 
Circuit Court District. She 
joined the Jackson law 

LLP’s Pharmaceutical, 
Medical Device & 
Healthcare Litigation 
Group. He previously 
served as chair of the 
firm’s Litigation Depart-
ment. He has more than 30 
years of experience de-
fending mass torts involv-
ing products, drugs and 
medical devices. He was 
recognized for his work 
managing defense of com-
plex multidistrict litiga-
tion. He has been involved 
in several of the nation’s 
largest mass tort multidis-
trict litigation cases.  
    Gage was profiled as 
one of Law360’s 2016 Tri-
al Pros and is recognized 
by industry publications 
including Chambers USA, 
The Legal 500 US, Who’s 
Who Legal, Product Lia-
bility Defense, Benchmark 
Litigation, The Best Law-
yers in America, and Mid-
South Super Lawyers. He 
is a Fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Trial Law-
yers and the International 
Academy of Trial Lawyers.  
    Gage earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in accountancy, 
cum laude, from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi and 
a Juris Doctor, cum laude, 
from the University of Mis-
sissippi School of Law. 
    Carner was nominated 
by the Mississippi Associ-
ation for Justice. A solo 
practitioner, he has exten-
sive experience litigating 
in state and federal courts 
in Mississippi. He is a 
member of the Criminal 
Justice Act panel for repre-
sentation of clients on 
Death Row in federal court 
habeas corpus proceed-
ings. He serves as a public 
defender for the city of 
Clinton, and formerly 
served as public defender 
for Lincoln County and the 
city of Byram. Carner also 
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represents a variety of pro-
fessionals, including attor-
neys, nurses and doctors, 
in licensure and discipli-
nary matters.  
    Carner is a past presi-
dent of the Mississippi 
Association for Justice and 
currently serves on its 
Board of Governors. He 
serves on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Capital Area 
Bar Association, Missis-
sippi Public Defenders 
Association, Association 
of Professional Responsi-
bility Lawyers, and Na-
tional Association of 
Criminal Defense Law-
yers.  
    Carner earned a degree 
in English and history 
from Mississippi College 
and earned a law degree 
from Wake Forest Univer-
sity in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina. 
     Judge Bise, renominat-
ed to the Advisory Com-
mittee by the Conference 
of Chancery Court Judges, 
has served as a chancellor 
of the Eighth Chancery 
Court of Hancock, Harri-
son and Stone  counties 
since January 2002.  
    He practiced law on the 
Gulf Coast for 20 years 
before he took the bench. 
He served twice as presi-
dent of the Harrison Coun-
ty Young Lawyers, and on 
the boards of Lynn Mead-
ows Discovery Center, 
Harrison County Habitat 
for Humanity, and South 
Mississippi AIDS Task 
Force.  
    Judge Bise earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Belhaven College, 
now Belhaven University, 
and a Juris Doctor from 
the University of Missis-
sippi School of Law. 
    Judge Hines, renominat-
ed by the Conference of 

continued from page 23 

Justice Chamberlin talks about dicta 

continued on page 25 

    Supreme Court Justice 
Robert P. Chamberlin of 
Hernando spoke to a con-
tinuing legal education 
symposium for appellate 
judges on March 14 in Lit-
tle Rock. The 2025 Corbin 
Appellate Symposium be-
gan March 13 on the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Lit-
tle Rock Main Campus. 
Justice Chamberlin talked 
about the value of dicta in 
court opinions. He titled 
his presentation “Dicta: A 
rose by any other name.” 
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cial Performance, and re-
tired Col. Silvanus John-
son of Brandon  became 
the alternate lay member.  
    Both men have previ-
ously served as a lay mem-
ber and alternate. Adcock 
was first appointed as a 
member of the commission 

    A member of the Com-
mission on Judicial Perfor-
mance and an alternate 
member  traded places in 
new  terms on Jan. 1. 
    Jeffery M. Adcock of 
Jackson  resumed his ser-
vice as a lay member of 
the Commission on Judi-

on March 1, 2012, and 
served through Dec. 31, 
2019, when he became the 
alternate. Johnson  served 
as an alternate member 
from Aug. 22, 2014, until 
Dec. 31, 2019, when he 
and Adcock traded places, 
with Johnson serving as a 
member of the commission 
until Dec. 31, 2024. 
    The new terms  extend 
through Dec. 31, 2030. 
Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice Mike Randolph signed 
the appointment order on 
Dec. 30, 2024. 
    Adcock retired in 2009 
as director of administra-
tion for the State Auditor’s 
Office. After retirement 
from state government, he 
has been involved in real 
estate management and 
investment. He earned a 
Bachelor of Science de-
gree and a Masters of 

tary of the Conference. 
Judge Russell was elected 
to the Forrest County 
Court in November 2018 
and took office in January 
2019. She serves as Coun-
ty Court and Youth Court 
Judge.  
    Judge Russell received                
the Mississippi Bar’s 2024 
Judicial Excellence Award. 
She is a member of the 
Board of Directors of the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi Foundation, 
serving as Policy and By-
laws Committee chair. She 
previously served as 
Hattiesburg Municipal 
Court Judge 2012-2018. 
Her private practice was in 
family law. She earned a 
Bachelor of Science de-
gree in business admin-
istration from the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississip-
pi and a Juris Doctor from 

Circuit Judges, has served 
as chairman of the Adviso-
ry Committee on Rules for 
the past nine years. He has 
served as a judge of the 
Fourth Circuit Court Dis-
trict of Leflore, Sunflower 
and Washington counties 
since January 1996.  
    He was a Scoutmaster 
for 15 years.  He is a Wor-
ship Leader at St. James’ 
Episcopal Church, where 
he also served as Junior 
Warden and Senior War-
den. He earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from the 
University of Mississippi 
and a Juris Doctor from 
the University of Missis-
sippi School of Law. 
    Judge Russell was re-
nominated by the Confer-
ence of County Court 
Judges, for which she 
serves as vice-chair. She 
previously served as secre-

Retired Col. Silvanus Johnson and Jeffery M. Adcock  

areas include appellate 
practice, business law, in-
surance and risk manage-
ment, transportation, and 
wealth preservation and 
estates.  
    Thompson earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree, 
cum laude, in philosophy 
from Mississippi State 
University in 2002, a BA 
in journalism from MSU 
in 2005, and a Juris Doc-
tor, magna cum laude, 
from the University of 
Mississippi School of Law 
in 2009.  
    Thompson served as a 
law clerk for U.S. Magis-
trate Judge Michael T. Par-
ker in 2007 and as a law 
clerk for Supreme Court 
Chief Justice William L. 
Waller Jr. 2009-2010.  
    He is a volunteer with 
Hattiesburg Area Habitat 
for Humanity. 

the University of Missis-
sippi School of Law. 
    Cook, renominated by 
the Mississippi Public De-
fenders Association, has 
been an assistant state de-
fender in the Mississippi 
Office of the State Public 
Defender for more than 13 
years. He previously 
served for three and a half 
years as a staff attorney in 
the Mississippi Office of 
Indigent Appeals.  
    Cook earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in philoso-
phy from the College of 
Charleston and a Juris 
Doctor from the University 
of Mississippi School of 
Law. 
    Thompson, renominated 
by the Mississippi Defense 
Lawyers Association, is a 
shareholder in the firm of 
Copeland, Cook, Taylor 
and Bush. His practice 

Business Administration 
from Mississippi State 
University. 
    Johnson previously 
served as vice-chairman of 
the Commission. He is a 
retired medical services 
officer. He was the first 
African American enlisted 
soldier to enter the Missis-
sippi Army National 
Guard, and was the first 
African American member 
of the Board of Directors 
for the Mississippi Mili-
tary Museum at Camp 
Shelby. He was a special 
education and biology 
learning strategy teacher at 
Mendenhall High School, 
where he was Teacher of 
the Year 2013-2014.  He is 
a graduate of Jackson State 
University and was the 
Senior Assistant Professor 
of the Military Science 
Department at JSU.     
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courtroom last November 
in a training program pro-
vided by the national At-

    Mexican prosecutors 
and investigators honed 
their skills in a Mississippi 

torney General Alliance. 
    Sixteen prosecutors and 
staff from Durango State 

and Colima State and the 
Attorney General of Coli-

A Mexican prosecutor questions a witness during a mock trial conducted at the Mississippi Supreme Court on Nov. 20, 2024, as part of a train-
ing program of the national Attorney General Alliance. 

continued on page 27 

    Sunflower and Hum-
phreys County Sheriff’s 
Offices are expected to 
provide traffic patrolling to 
safeguard the youths and 
parents. “We have great 
support from Sheriff’s Of-
fices in Sunflower and 
Humphreys counties,” 
Judge Giles said. Children 
will be provided with safe-
ty gear and helmets, which 
also will serve to maintain 
Youth Court’s requirement 
that the young people not 
be identified. 
    The beautification pro-
ject, suggested by a new 
court intake officer, will 
provide another option for 
community service. “One 

of the struggles we have in 
the Delta is finding indi-
viduals and organizations 
to help us with community 
service,” Judge Giles said. 
Other options include 
helping with local food 
pantries and at Delta Mission. 
    Judge Giles said she 
will  pick up litter too. 
“Keeping our community 
clean and beautiful is 
something that’s important 
to me. I’m going to be out 
there. I can’t expect for my 
kids to experience what 
keeping our community 
clean means unless I’m out 
there. I’m vested in the 
kids that I serve and I’m 
vested in the community.” 

    Chancellor Debra Giles 
helped unveil an Adopt-a-
Highway sign on south-
bound U.S. Highway 49 at 

Caile on Jan. 17 as youth 
and specialty courts of the 
9th Chancery Court kicked 
off a new community ser-
vice effort. 
    Participants in Youth 
Court, Juvenile Drug Inter-
vention Court and Family 
Treatment Court in Sun-
flower and Humphreys 
counties work on the beau-
tification project. Judge 
Giles said that groups of 
youths and parents will 
undertake the cleanup ef-
forts on Saturdays four 
times a year. They will be 
responsible for about a 
mile alongside U.S. 49 from 
Caile to near the north 
Humphreys County line. 
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9th Chancery Court participates in Adopt-a-Highway as community service 

Chancellor Debra Giles 

continued on page 27 
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ma State spent a week with 
attorneys from the Missis-
sippi Attorney General’s 
Office and the Attorney 
General Alliance.   
    Participants spent Nov. 
19, 2024, listening to 
coaching from Attorney 
General’s Office prosecu-
tors and criminal appellate 
attorneys as well as AGA 
trainers. Mexican attorneys 
participated in a mock trial 
of a homicide prosecution 
on Nov. 20 and 21 in the 
En Banc Courtroom at the 
Mississippi Supreme 
Court. About 1,300 prose-
cutors and staff across 
Mexico were invited to 
view the live streamed 
proceeding.  
    “We teach prosecutors, 
investigators, forensic ex-
perts and criminal analysts 
to better investigate and 
prosecute crime,” said 
Frank Collins, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer and  Direc-
tor of the Alliance Partner-
ship Mexico for the Attor-
ney General Alliance. “We 
are trying to help Mexico 
have a better law enforce-
ment system.” 
    Attorneys General in 
Alabama, Arizona, Geor-

gia, Kansas and Texas re-
cently hosted similar pro-
grams, said Selene Collins, 
Administrative Director of 
the Alliance Partnership. 
    Attorney General Lynn 
Fitch invited the Attorney 
General Alliance to Mis-
sissippi.  
    “It was an honor to host 
prosecutors from Mexico’s 
Colima and Durango states 
in Mississippi this week 
for a mock trial as they 
explore these improve-
ments to Mexico’s crimi-
nal justice system,” Fitch 
said in a statement. “This 
meeting offers a rare op-
portunity to share our best 
legal practices and engage 
in a partnership between 
the United States and 
Mexico that promotes bet-
ter safety and security for 
us all.” 
    The concept of oral ad-
vocacy, with prosecutors 
questioning live witnesses 
in a courtroom before a 
judge, is relatively new in 
Mexico. In 2008, federal 
constitutional reforms in 
Mexico gave Mexican 
states until 2016 to imple-
ment oral adversarial crim-
inal trials. The system does 
not include juries. The for-

mer system was a paper 
system that relied on writ-
ten inquiries and legal ar-
guments with transcribed 
depositions submitted to a 
judge for decision.  
    All of the questioning 
by prosecutors and defense 
attorneys and witness testi-
mony during the mock 
trial was in Spanish. Three 
interpreters took turns  
providing simultaneous 
translation to the English 
speaking participants via 
headsets. 
    During a break in the 
mock trial, Mississippi 
Supreme Court Justice 
David Ishee of Gulfport 
gave the participants an 
overview of the state’s 
judicial system, explaining 
the roles of Mississippi’s 
Justice, Municipal, Coun-
ty, Chancery and Circuit 
courts, the Court of Ap-
peals and the Supreme 
Court. Justice Ishee recent-
ly marked his 20th year as 
an appellate judge, having 
served first on the Court of 
Appeals, then the Supreme 
Court. As a former prose-
cutor,  defense lawyer and 
municipal judge, he joked 
that he’s sat in every chair 
in a courtroom except that 

of a criminal defendant. 
   Participants quizzed Jus-
tice Ishee about an elective 
versus an appointive sys-
tem of selecting judges; 
about political party in-
volvement, politics and 
fundraising in an elective 
system; and about back-
ground and training for 
judges. In Mexico, lawyers 
may pursue a judicial ca-
reer track without first 
practicing law. 
    Justice Ishee said there 
are pros and cons to both 
systems of judicial selec-
tion. He was appointed 
then elected to both the 
Court of Appeals and the 
Supreme Court. 
   Justice Ishee said that 
practicing law and serving 
as a prosecutor provides 
good training and perspec-
tive for future judges. 
“Diversity is important. 
I’ve been a prosecutor and 
a defense lawyer,” he said. 
“Open your minds to the 
idea that lawyers moving 
on to become judges is a 
good thing.”   
    Frank Collins said, “We 
are not here to tell you it’s 
good or bad to elect.” Ra-
ther, it is an opportunity to 
see how the system works. 
    The program aims to 
teach best practices in an 
oral advocacy system.  
    Justice Ishee said, “It 
was an honor to be here 
with you. Thank you very 
much and welcome to 
Mississippi.” 
    Judges for the mock 
trial included Arizona 
Judge María Elena Cruz of 
the Court of Appeals, who 
has worked with the train-
ing program for many 
years;  Mississippi Deputy 
Attorney General Lindsay 
Cranford; Director of the 
Attorney General’s Public 
Integrity Division Brandon  
Ogburn; and Director of  
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Presiding Justice Jim Kitchens signed the historic desk. 

Mexican prosecutors 
visit Mississippi 
 
continued from page 27 
the Attorney General’s 
Medicaid Fraud Control 
Unit Marty Miller. Coach-
es included Mississippi 
Special Assistant Attor-
neys General Danielle 
Burks, Barbara Byrd, Sam 
Martin, Brantley Walton 
and Luke Williamson; and 
Stephanie Brown, Deputy 
Director of the AG’s Spe-
cial Victims Unit. Other 
Attorney General Alliance 
staff instructors were An-
thony Da Silva, formerly 
of the California Attorney 
General’s Office, and re-
tired Benton County, Ore-
gon, District Attorney 
John Haroldson. 
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    As Supreme Court Pre-
siding Justice Jim Kitchens 
cleaned out his desk in 
December 2024 near the 
end of his term, he signed 
his name inside a drawer. 
In a tradition that goes 
back more than 100 years, 
more than a dozen justices 
have left their signatures 
inside the desk.  
    Presiding Justice Kitch-
ens said the desk reminded 
him that he was “standing 
on the shoulders of gi-
ants.” He said, “I looked 
frequently at the names in 
that drawer, all well 
known in our state’s legal 
community....That old 
desk had an humbling ef-
fect on me during all the 
years that I used it.” 
    Justice Kenneth Griffis, 
who moved into Kitchens’ 
former office, said that the 
desk “certainly gives me a 
star to shoot at, to emulate 
and aspire to.” He said, “It 
appeals to me because I 
am part of an historic insti-
tution that does revere the 

work of those that have 
gone through here in times 
gone by.” 
    Justice Griffis said that 
he is honored to work at a 
desk once occupied by 
Chief Justice Lenore Pra-
ther, a mentor and friend, 
as well as his contempo-
raries, former Chief Justice 
William L. Waller Jr. and 
former Presiding Justice 
Jess H. Dickinson.  
   The Supreme Court has 
two of the historic desks. 
Justice David Ishee has the 
second  desk, which was 
signed by three former 
Chief Justices: Edwin 
Lloyd Pittman, James W. 
Smith Jr. and Waller. Jus-
tices signed when they 
moved to a different office 
or left office. 
    The desks are double-
sided,  built for two occu-
pants, one on each side. In 
the furniture industry, the 
style is sometimes referred 
to as a “partners desk” and 
was used by law partners. 

Desk holds more than 100 years of Supreme Court history 

continued on page 29 

Eighteen credentialed court interpreters attended a continuing education seminar on March 
12 in Jackson. Fifteen first time candidates attended an Ethics and Skill Building Seminar 
March 13-14.  Seven new interpreters received credentials after the seminar. 
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and the state’s only wom-
an Chief Justice. Chief 
Justice Waller gave leader-
ship to reforms in the ad-
ministration of justice 
through legislation and 
rule changes. He led devel-
opment of the Mississippi 
Electronic Courts e-filing 
system now used in appel-
late courts and most trial 
courts, pushed expansion 
of drug intervention courts 
statewide, and championed 
meaningful access to the 
courts for all people. In his 
earlier years on the Court, 
he helped create the Office 
of Capital Post-Conviction 
Counsel and the Office of 
Indigent Appeals. 
    Other Presiding Justices 
who used the desk were 
William Roberds, Michael 
Sullivan, Chuck McRae 
and Jess H. Dickinson. 
Justice Roberds, a law pro-
fessor and lawyer who did 
not seek the appointment, 

was picked by a Governor 
on his reputation. Justice 
Sullivan was known for 
his quick wit, sharp 
tongue, tremendous intel-
lect and ability to cut to 
the heart of an issue. His 
son David Sullivan was 
sworn in as a Supreme 
Court Justice on Jan. 6. 
Justice McRae was a col-
orful maverick adventurer 
and former president of the 
Mississippi Trial Lawyers 
Association. Justice Dick-
inson, a founding member 
of the Access to Justice 
Commission and a talented 
musician, led the Depart-
ment of Child Protection 
Services after he left the 
Court. 
    Chief Justice Pittman 
worked tirelessly to im-
prove efficiency and trans-
parency of the courts; to 
protect judicial independ-
ence and strengthen ethics, 
impartiality and fairness 

within the judiciary and 
the legal profession; and to 
improve access to justice 
for the poor. He put appel-
late court dockets online, 
established webcasting of 
oral arguments, and led 
rule making changes that 
allowed media cameras in 
courtrooms. He laid the 
groundwork for establish-
ing the Access to Justice 
Commission. 
    Chief Justice Smith in-
sisted on timely appellate 
decisions, eliminating a 
backlog within three 
months of becoming Chief 
Justice. The former Coun-
ty Court and Youth Court 
judge worked to protect 
children. He signed the order 
that created the Access to 
Justice Commission in 
2006.  He spearheaded 
formation of the Task 
Force for Youth Court 
Rules that developed uni-
form rules of procedure. 

Hinds County Sheriff’s Deputy Christopher Sawyer, business strategist and consultant Sa-
manda Marshall-Sawyer and Chancellor Cynthia Brewer were among more than 30 people  
who participated in Career Day at Madison Crossing Elementary School on April 4.  

     The historic desks were 
part of the original furnish-
ings of the New Capitol 
when it opened in 1903. At 
that time, only three Justic-
es served on the Supreme 
Court, and their chambers 
were in the Capitol.  
    Justice Griffis said that 
he was disappointed to 
learn that there weren’t 
more historic furnishings 
in use. He hopes that those 
in charge of remodeling or 
refurnishing courthouses 
around the state will be 
mindful of preserving 
books, pictures and fur-
nishings.  
    The earliest jurist to 
sign what is now Justice 
Griffis’ desk was Justice 
John Burt Holden, former 
mayor of Summit. He 
signed “J.B. Holden” and 
noted the start of his first 
term in January 1916 and 
his 1924 re-election. Chief 
Justice Harvey McGeehee 
was the second longest 
serving Mississippi Justice 
in history.  Chief Justice 
Virgil A. Griffith, a former 
chancellor, wrote the high-
ly regarded Mississippi 
Chancery Practice, a book 
which guided generations 
of lawyers. Chief Justice 
Robert G. Gillespie 
streamlined the hearing 
process, allowing the court 
to sit in panels of three.  
Chief Justice Neville Pat-
terson authored landmark 
decisions that established 
the Supreme Court’s rule 
making authority for state 
courts and removed legis-
lators from state executive 
boards and commissions. 
Chief Justice Roy Noble 
Lee gave leadership to the 
enactment of legislation 
that created the Adminis-
trative Office of Courts 
and the Court of Appeals.  
    Chief Justice Prather 
was the state’s first female 
chancellor, the first female 
Supreme Court Justice, 

Career Day: from courtroom to classroom 



UPDATE: Mississippi Territorial court records posted online 
    Records of the Supreme 
Court of the Mississippi 
Territory spanning 1799 to 
1809  were added to the 
digital archive of the State 
Law Library in Jackson on 
Jan. 10 and are available 
for viewing online. 
    Here is the link: https://
courts.ms.gov/research/
statelibrary/minutes.php. 
     The 1805-1809 Minute 
Book of the Supreme 
Court of the Mississippi 
Territory documents early 
stages of the 1807 arrest 
and attempted prosecution 
of former U.S. Vice Presi-
dent Aaron Burr on trea-
son charges. An entry dat-
ed Feb. 4, 1807, says that a 
grand jury found no reason 
to hold Burr. The docu-
ment reads, “The Grand 
Jury of the Mississippi 
Territory as a due consid-
eration of the evidence 
brought before them are of 
opinion that Aaron Burr 
has not been guilty of any 
Crime or misdemeanor 
against the laws of the 
United States or of this 
territory or given any just 
occasion for the alarm….” 
An entry records that At-
torney General George 
Poindexter appeared be-
fore the Territorial Su-
preme Court on Feb. 7, 
1807, and “moved that the 
defendant be called by the 
Sheriff, which was object-
ed to by Lyman Harding 
Esquire one of the Securi-
ties of this Aaron Burr for 
his appearance at this 
Term.” Penned in elegant, 
flowing script, the docu-
ment says that Burr was 
“called but came not.” 
Burr was arrested nearly a 
week later, on Feb. 13, 
1807, in what is now Ala-
bama, then still part of the 
Mississippi Territory. 
    The U.S. Congress cre-
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A Territorial Minute Book entry from Feb. 7, 1807, details proceedings against Aaron Burr. 
continued on page 31 

Jennifer McGillan, Coordinator of Manuscripts for Mississippi State University Libraries, 
examines one of the Territorial minute books on June 20, 2024.
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of the legal system of this 
territory that became Mis-
sissippi. We are apprecia-
tive of Mr. Freddie Rush 
assisting us in obtaining 
these items. It’s not often 
that items as rare as these 
come up for sale, or even 
viewing.” 
    Access to the original 
minute books is restricted, 
as the paper and binding 
are fragile.  
    With the documents 
scanned into digital copies,  
anyone with access to the 
internet can view  most of 
the pages.  Parks said that 
he hopes to have the docu-
ments transcribed in the 
future. The digital copies 
are not easy to read, de-
spite the writers’ near-
perfect penmanship.  
    The 1799-1803 Minute 
Book is 171 scanned pag-
es, as the scan includes 
backs of some pages. The 
original paper copy has 
121 pages of minute en-
tries plus an alphabetical 
index.  The 1805-1809 
volume is 142 scanned 
pages. The original is 117 
pages of minute entries 

Town of Natchez in the 
County of Adams 
on...twenty third day of 
September in the year 
of...one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety 
nine....The Honorable – 
William McGuire Chief 
Justice, and Peter Bryan 
Bruin second Judge, 
...their commissions under 
the hand and seal of the 
President of the United 
States, the first as Chief 
Justice and the other as 
Second Judge of the Mis-
sissippi Territory, and the 
court being opened in the 
usual form the same are 
read.” 
    The ragged brown open-
ing page goes on to record 
Robert Stark’s oath as 
Clerk of the Supreme 
Court of the Territory and 
Lyman Harding’s oath as 
Attorney General, both 
having received  commis-
sions from the Territorial 
Governor.  
    State Librarian Stephen 
Parks said, “These are a 
primary source document-
ing the establishment of 
and the early proceedings 

ated the Mississippi Terri-
tory in 1798. Natchez was 
the first territorial capital, 
and was replaced in 1802 
by nearby Washington. 
Mississippi became a state 
in 1817, and Jackson be-
came the state capital in 
1822. Alabama gained 
statehood in 1819. 
    The two volumes repre-
sent only part of the Terri-
torial records. Records 
from 1804 and 1810-1817 
are missing. 
    The 1799-1803 Minute 
Book of the Supreme 
Court of the Mississippi 
Territory, coverless and 
tattered, opens with a 
who’s who of territorial 
history, documenting that 
William McGuire, Chief 
Justice, and Peter Bryan 
Bruin, Second Judge, pre-
sented their commissions 
under the hand and seal of 
the President of the United 
States. The handwritten 
script, a corner of which is 
missing, reads, “At a Su-
preme Court held for the 
Mississippi Territory... 

and an index. 
    The volumes had been 
in the library of the late 
Lucius B. Dabney Jr. of 
Vicksburg, a sixth genera-
tion attorney. Parks dis-
covered the books in 
March 2024 among thou-
sands of volumes slated 
for an April 2024 estate 
sale in Vicksburg.  Su-
preme Court Presiding 
Justice Jim Kitchens re-
quested the minute books 
as property of the Court. 
Attorney Freddie Rush of 
Carrollton, executor of the 
estate which had the 
books, purchased them 
from the estate before the 
auction and gave them to 
the Supreme Court.  
    In October 2024, the 
City of Vicksburg dedicat-
ed an historical marker 
recognizing the Dabney 
and Dabney law firm as 
the oldest family-owned 
law firm in Mississippi. 
Retired Circuit Judge 
Frank Vollor of Vicksburg 
said that Dabney “was 
very proud of that – the 
history of his firm.” 
    The Dabney family’s 
history as lawyers goes 
back further than the Terri-
torial Minutes. The firm 
began in 1794 in Virginia,  
moved to Raymond in 
1835, then to Vicksburg in 
1885.  Lucius Dabney Jr. 
joined the firm in 1949, 
and practiced law in 
Vicksburg until several 
years before his death on 
Aug. 11, 2022, at age 96. 
    It’s unclear when or 
how Dabney acquired the 
minute books. His library 
and collection included 
original documents signed 
by John Hancock and Al-
exander Hamilton, historic 
pictures and newspapers, 
Confederate currency and 
other Civil War relics.   
    Jennifer McGillan, Co-
ordinator of Manuscripts 

State Librarian Stephen Parks, at left, shows a volume of records of the Mississippi Territo-
ry to students and parents from Magnolia Christian School during a tour on March 27. 
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and proudly supporting the 
Ole Miss Rebels. Above 
all, he treasured the mo-
ments spent with his fami-
ly, building lasting memo-
ries together.” 
    Survivors are his wife, 
Kathy House Kilpatrick; 
his children, Kim Kilpat-
rick Rea (John), Amy Kil-
patrick Taylor (Mark), and 
Jay Max Kilpatrick 
(Shelly); his stepson, Jar-
rod Bates;  seven grand-
children, Austin Rea 
(Karington), Mary Grace 
Rea, Peyton Rea, Ayden 
Kilpatrick, Emma Taylor, 
Kathryn Kilpatrick, and 
Maggie Taylor; one great-
grandchild, Maddox Rea; 
his sister, Linda Kilpatrick 
Kitchens (Allen); and his 
sister-in-law, Peggy Kil-
patrick. He was preceded 
in death by his brother, 
Gerald Kilpatrick, and 
their parents, Johnnie and 
Desma Kilpatrick. 

for Mississippi State Uni-
versity Libraries, said, 
“Lucius Dabney was a sig-
nificant collector of histor-
ic Mississippi matters,” as 
was his father. MSU pur-
chased some of his collec-
tion a few years ago. How-
ever, a significant part of 
Dabney’s Natchez Trace 
collection went to the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin. 
    Judge Vollor said he 
had not seen the Territorial 
Minutes, but appreciates 
the significance of their 
survival and return to pub-
lic view after having been 
in Dabney’s safekeeping. 
“His contribution is price-
less. We’ve lost so much 
of our history, and he was 
very involved in preserv-
ing history, where we 
came from and how we got 
to where we are. He made 
a tremendous contribu-
tion.” 

Retired Judge J. Max Kilpatrick died December 10, 2024 
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groundwork for creation of 
juvenile drug intervention 
courts in the Sixth Chan-
cery before he retired from 
the chancery bench on 
June 30,  2010. The Sixth 
Chancery District includes 
Attala, Carroll, Choctaw, 
Kemper, Neshoba and 
Winston counties. While 
continuing his private law 
practice, he served as 
Kemper County Youth 
Court Referee. He retired 
on June 30, 2022.      
    His family said in an 
obituary, “His dedication 
to public service was fur-
ther exemplified by proud-
ly serving in the Mississip-
pi National Guard, retiring 
with the rank of Major 
after 26 years. J. Max em-
braced life with enthusi-
asm. He enjoyed practic-
ing law, hunting, attending 
races at Talladega Super-
speedway, traveling, 
spending time at the beach, 

Fenwick said. 
    Former Chancellor Jo-
seph Kilgore of Philadel-
phia said, “Judge Kilpat-
rick was firm, but he al-
ways followed his oath as 
a judge by doing equal 
right to the poor and to the 
rich.  He knew the law and 
was decisive, thorough, 
and expedient in his rul-
ings.  Above all, he was a 
friend and mentor to me 
throughout my career. I 
valued and often sought 
his advice long after he left 
the bench, as did many 
others.  He will be greatly 
missed in our legal com-
munity.” 
    Johnnie Max Kilpatrick 
was born on Jan. 24, 1945, 
the son of Johnnie and 
Desma Kilpatrick. He 
graduated from Philadel-
phia High School in 1963 
and earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in account-
ing from Mississippi State 
University. While pursuing 
a law degree at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi School 
of Law, he was elected to 
the Mississippi House of 
Representatives. He repre-
sented Leake and Neshoba 
counties from 1972 to 
1980. He earned a Juris 
Doctor in 1973, and 
opened his law practice in 
Philadelphia. He served as 
District Attorney for the 
Eighth Judicial District of 
Neshoba, Newton, Leake 
and Scott counties in 1980. 
He also served as board 
attorney for the Neshoba 
County Board of Supervi-
sors for 17 years. 
    Gov. Haley Barbour 
appointed Judge Kilpatrick 
in June 2005 to a vacancy 
on the Sixth Chancery 
Court. Judge Kilpatrick 
was elected to a four-year 
term in November 2006. 
He served as an officer of 
the Conference of Chan-
cery Judges. He laid the 

     Former legislator and 
Chancellor J. Max Kilpat-
rick of Philadelphia died 
on Dec. 10. He was 79. 
    Colleagues recalled his 
diverse and successful le-
gal career. 
    “He was one of those 
guys that what he did, he 
did well,” said Retired 
Chancellor Edward Fen-
wick of Kosciusko. “Max 
could walk into Circuit 
Court and try a criminal 
case. He could walk into 
Chancery Court and try a 
divorce case. He was a 
capable, good lawyer and a 
good and conscientious 
judge,” said Judge Fen-
wick, who served the Sixth 
Chancery Court alongside 
Judge Kilpatrick. Also, 
“He loved politics. He 
loved to get involved in 
hometown politics,” Judge 

Retired Chancellor J. Max Kilpatrick 


